《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 1 Corinthians》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.
CORINTH took its name from Corinthus, son of Pelops, who had rebuilt and fortified it with a wall, eleven miles in circumference. It was situate on the isthmus or neck of land which joins Achaia to Attica. Corinth had of course a double port, which opened to the Egean, and to the Ionian sea. Commerce took possession of a city so favourable, as the emporium of merchandise to all the east. Its riches were so great that “opulent Corinth” became the adage of the world. It was the residence of the Roman governor of Achaia, and was distinguished by schools of sectarian philosophy and eloquence. The luxury and debauchery of the place, severely censured by the poets, were consequences of their wealth, and want of revelation. When the Romans stormed it under the command of L. Mummius for revolt, one hundred and forty six years before Christ, a great part of the city was burned, and the statues and vases of gold, silver and brass, while in a state of fusion, formed a mixture very much admired under the name of Corinthian metal.
The first entrance of St. Paul into this metropolis was after the year fifty, and before the Pentecost of fifty two. Acts 18:1. Here he found Aquila and Priscilla, Claudius having banished the jews from Rome for sedition. The apostle laboured in Corinth, making excursions into Achaia, where his ministry was crowned with success, and accompanied with miraculous seals. But in Corinth the violence of the jews was such against Paul, that they dragged him before the tribunal of Gallio, the deputy, Acts 18:12, who, it would seem, leaned more to Paul than to the jews. Nor is it doubted but this circumstance occasioned some intercourse to take place between Paul and Seneca, brother to Gallio, and tutor to Nero. See on Acts 18. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-31
1 Corinthians 1:1-2. Paul, called to be an apostle. It was proper to mention this, else he would have had no title to address his letter to the Corinthians, and the catholic church, or saints in general, who in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Calling upon the name of the Lord is expressive of the supreme worship presented to Jehovah by the Hebrew church. Christians therefore, in their prayers and hymns to the θειοτης, Divinity or Godhead, which in all its plenitude dwells in Christ, call upon his name in the same sense, and in the same manner. As these words occur in nearly all Paul’s epistles, and as they would be read in the ears of jews and gentiles, he cautiously uses terms fully authorized by the Hebrew scriptures. The Father possessed the Wisdom or Word in his bosom. The Messiah sits on his Father’s throne, from which the river of life proceeds. Proverbs 8:22. Psalms 110:1. Revelation 3:21; Revelation 22:1-2. The worship of the church must necessarily be addressed to Him that made the heavens and the earth, according to the words of our Lord to the tempter. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Matthew 4:10. Acts 9:14. With this our litanies correspond. “We pray thee, help thy servants whom thou hast redeemed with thy most precious blood.”

Of Sosthenes we know nothing, except the name; but being so honourably associated with the apostle, it can scarcely be doubted but it is the brother and minister named in Acts 18:17.

1 Corinthians 1:3. Grace — and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Similar salutations occur in the apostolic writings. Galatians 1:3. 2 Timothy 1:2. Titus 1:4. 2 John 1:3. How are we to understand them? Whatever were the gross ignorance of the jews respecting the person of Christ, the true light now shines on the church. The Father must not be separated though distinguished from the Son, the Word and Wisdom of the Lord; for the Father stands as the fountain of deity, and as sustaining all the rights of moral government. The note of Erasmus here is, that the preposition απο θεου from God, indicates that grace flows equally from the Son, as from the Father; for in him dwelt substantially all the fulness of the godhead. The socinians strive to make Christ nothing more than the officiating minister in the dispensation of grace; but they forget that whatsoever the Father doeth, that doeth the Son likewise. John 5:19. Their interpretation leaves the text and common sense behind, for men do not invoke the servant but the master. We call on the Lord Jesus for grace and peace, because he and the Father are one.

1 Corinthians 1:5. Ye are enriched by him in all utterance, and in all knowledge. λογος, word, which in chap. 12. is joined with wisdom, in a liberal view of the mystery of redemption; but the term is here used of utterance, and being joined with all biblical knowledge, the connection of the two ideas is just and proper. A mind divinely illuminated, and like Apollos, mighty in the scriptures, pours forth the effusions of the heart, as a copious fountain to water the church of God. A people so taught by an associate ministry, “come behind in no gift,” being glorious within, and beautiful without, waiting for the Bridegroom’s return.

1 Corinthians 1:7. So that ye come behind in no gift. The hallowed end of all eloquence, and tongues; of all divine endowments shed down on this church, and enumerated in the twelfth chapter, was to nourish their souls in faith and holiness, and confirm them in all their joyful expectations of the coming of the Lord, that in the day of his glory they might appear blameless in his presence.

1 Corinthians 1:10. I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that there be no divisions among you. Partial divisions, schisms, and parties in the church are grievous, and Paul wisely touches the sore with tender care. When Apollos came to Corinth, his superior eloquence drew crowded auditories, and hurt the minds of the other ministers by throwing them into the shade. Parties were the immediate consequence. One preferred Paul, being converted under his ministry; and others, especially the believing jews, adhered to Cephas, who spake as a father, and his word was with power. As Peter did not leave the holy land till twelve years after the crucifixion, he could not have been many years removed from those parts of Greece when Paul wrote this epistle.

1 Corinthians 1:13. Is Christ divided? No. There must be no schism in the body; all the members must be under the influence and command of the head. Though the church be now divided into myriads of congregations, and called by a variety of names; yet she is one under Christ the head, hallowed by the same Spirit, and inspired with the same joyful hope.

1 Corinthians 1:14. I baptized none of you but Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, Acts 18:8, and Gaius, with whom he had lodged. Romans 16:23. He baptized the jailor’s houshold, and Lydia’s also, at Philippi, though he had baptized only two or three at Corinth. The jews baptized all proselytes by housholds, as stated in Matthew 3. His “thanking God” on this occasion conveys by implication a reproach on those who made partizans of the families their had baptized. Christ sent him not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, which surpasses all other ordinances.

1 Corinthians 1:20. Where is the wise? The seven wise men of Greece; Solon, Dion, Diogenes, &c.; to whom we may add, Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Pythagoras, who stood strong contests in Greece against the atheists, were all ignorant of the true and living God, who had renewed his covenant with Noah. Romans 1:21.

Where is the scribe, expounding knotty questions of the law, and reciting the insipid fables of the talmud?

1 Corinthians 1:21. The world by wisdom knew not God. Yet we must not think lightly of men who brought the fine arts to perfection. Their architecture, painting, poetry, and eloquence, cannot be exceeded. But respecting the divine nature, their minds were beclouded with monstrous mythologies, and greatly blinded by criminal passions, though on great occasions they would exclaim, O magnus Deus, oh the great God! The Egyptians, like the Indians, knew of a first God. Genesis 43. Socrates attained to that idea. The Persians, like Solomon, said, he dwelt not in temples made with hands. Numas also contended that a statue could not represent him; an idol is not Brumha. But they knew not God by covenant and revelation, they knew not the way in which he manifested mercy, neither did they know the disease of their own hearts. It is on the church that the light of the knowledge of God shines through a Mediator, and life and immortality are brought to light by the gospel.

1 Corinthians 1:22. The jews require a sign, as expounded in Matthew 12:48. To them we preach a crucified Redeemer; the Healer exalted on the pole, and God’s best sign of healing grace in the heart.

The Greeks seek after wisdom, some new system of philosophy. To them also we preach the being and perfections of God, as seen in the mirror of creation; and then reveal to them the glorious person of Christ, as the only Saviour. We exhibit the wisdom of God in the redemption of the world, as a system worthy of God to reveal, and of man to believe; a system which has gained the mind, and captivated the heart of the greatest geniuses.

1 Corinthians 1:27. God hath chosen the foolish things of the world. See the reflections on Matthew 10. 

REFLECTIONS.
We preach Christ crucified to the jews a stumbling-block, for they still stumble at the stone rejected by the builders. Psalms 118:22. Matthew 22:42. Looking for a temporal Messiah, whose glory should exceed that of Solomon, they find instead, a Saviour riding on an ass’s colt, and whose kingdom was not of this world. Therefore, away with him; crucify him. But did their fathers, bitten with the serpents, reject the remedy provided, or stumble at the cross?

On entering Macedonia; and the adjacent provinces, the Greeks expect a display of wisdom, from men come from Asia; some new system of philosophy, some superior views of Chaldaic, of Indian, or of Egyptian mythology. But on the first naming of the cross, they turn away their ears, as from monstrous folly. But did their fathers by wisdom know God; was it all folly when they covered the earth with bleeding victims, among which were firstborn sons of noble birth. Let Naaman for a moment suspend his rage, and learn wisdom from a servant.

Was ever wisdom presented to the mind of man like the plan of our redemption; wisdom which the angels desire to study? Was ever love like the love of God to fallen man, in not sparing his own Son, the Son of Himself, but freely delivering Him up for us all? Was ever grace so superabundant as that, which with the Son, hath freely given us all things? Did the Hebrew prophets ever receive honour, glory, and seals of truth like those conferred by the sufferings of the Saviour; and in the glory of his resurrection and ascension? Was ever grace like that of the gift of the Holy Ghost, and all the adornings of the church? What a Mediator, what a sacrifice, what a fountain, what a regeneration, what a church, what a heaven and a hope! Truly we speak wisdom with those that are perfect, but not the wisdom of this world, which is foolishness with God. Truly the gospel displays the Saviour as the wisdom and the power of God. He is our wisdom as a prophet, our righteousness as a mediator, our sanctification and eternal redemption. Romans 1:17. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-16
1 Corinthians 2:2. I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified. That is, to know him in the glory of his person, as revealed in the oracles of truth. “I and the Father are one,” says our blessed Lord; having unity of essence, and harmony of will. — To know him in his mysterious incarnation, as the WORD made flesh, John 1:14; and to know him as crucified for us. Leviticus 16. Isaiah 53. Hebrews 9. The tragic cross is the school of angels, and the study of men. — To know him and the power of his resurrection, confounding all his foes, and putting death beneath his feet. To know him, so as to die in his death, and rise in the likeness of his resurrection, comprises renovation of heart, and all the christian temper. To know him, and nothing else. What can the wounded want in the hospital but a cure? All things compared with salvation are only the obtrusive buzzings of the age.

1 Corinthians 2:3. I was with you in weakness: ασθενεια, without strength. The word is mostly used for infirmities and diseases of the body, but is here used for depression and discouragement on account of persecutions. The sense then will be, as in Erasmus, Though my word took effect in your conversion, yet I disclaim all merit; it was the Spirit of power that operated in your hearts. It was, as in 1 Corinthians 2:5, that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God.

1 Corinthians 2:4. My speech, my word, discourse, and my manner of preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom. The two words, πειθοις λογοις, enticing or persuasive words, refer to the beauties of diction, Attic phrases, elegant periods, and ingenious insinuations, decorated with simile and metaphor. He left all that to juvenile rhetors. Full of his subject, the fountains of eloquence flowed from all the avenues of his soul. His doctrine was evangelical, the manifestation of the truth commending itself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

1 Corinthians 2:6. We speak wisdom among them that are perfect, who have a perfect knowledge and understanding of the truth. Even the hidden wisdom of God, the glorious plan of our redemption, concealed in the eternal mind; and though it may appear as foolishness to the princes and doctors of the age, it nevertheless transports the minds of angels and men who contemplate it with devout affections. 

1 Corinthians 2:7. We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery. Socinians are almost the only persons who pretend to a religion without mystery, yet even deism itself has its mysteries, such as are inexplicable. The doctrines of divine revelation especially bear this character, this impress of the deity, or they would not correspond with the works of creation and providence, which all the efforts of human science have been unable to explore. The incarnation of the eternal WORD, God manifest in the flesh, is declared to be preëminently a mystery, the mystery of godliness. On any other hypothesis however than that of his true and proper divinity, there would be nothing mysterious or wonderful in his advent, and the language of the apostle would be overcharged and incorrect. The resurrection of the dead is mentioned as a mystery incapable of explanation. 1 Corinthians 15:51. Such also is the nature of Christ’s sufferings in the garden and on the cross, together with the whole scheme of man’s redemption, in which the supreme Being has overwhelmed with astonishment the whole intelligent universe, and left all created minds at an infinite distance in their research. Even the inspired and seraphic apostle, standing on the borders of this abyss, could only exclaim, Oh the depths! Men pretending therefore to preach a gospel destitute of mystery, can never be considered as preaching the gospel of Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:8. Had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. The jews being blinded, knew neither Christ nor the Father. John 16:3. And when Pilate asked, whence art thou? He knew not that Christ was the Lord of glory; and that dwelling in his ancient cloud, he had inhabited the praises of Israel. Exodus 24, 40:34. Ezekiel 1. Ezekiel 43:2. The apostle adds, but the wisdom of the princes, the jewish priests, come to nought, and even their temple and their worship shall be utterly abolished.

1 Corinthians 2:9. It is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard. Though the princes of this world knew not Christ, nor his glory, the prophets had all foreseen it, as in Isaiah 64:4, and in the last chapters of Ezekiel, and of Daniel. The glorious gospel of the blessed God shall shine out into all the dark corners of the earth, and righteousness shall be rained down from heaven. Ministers shall preach like angels, and wars and discords cease from the earth. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. Zechariah 14.

The apostle next gives the glory to God, who had revealed those things to them by his Spirit. We are not sufficient of ourselves to reason out, or to collect such glorious things. It is Christ who hath made us able ministers of the new testament, and we are bound to preach and publish those things for the joy and salvation of others.

1 Corinthians 2:12. We have received, not the spirit of the world. No: this gospel which we have received from heaven, makes us heavenly-minded. The world seek their own, we seek the glory of Christ; the one makes us wise for time, the other for eternity.

1 Corinthians 2:13. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but with the ingenuousness of little children. Our prayers and sermons are copies of the heart. The studied discourse of Tertullus produced no effect on the court, while the honest eloquence of Paul made Felix tremble. Meanwhile, we are not ignorant of the art of speaking, the refinements of logic, and the figures of rhetoric, but we lay them all aside to save souls, and speak the truth in love.

1 Corinthians 2:14. But the natural man: ψυχικος, the animal man, whose sensual soul, affectus sequens humanos, following human affection, says Erasmus, receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. Above he calls them princes of this world; but here, the groveling state of their appetites merits a lower name. They live not for intellectual pleasure, but for animal delight. Therefore God cannot shine on their minds with his emanations of peace and joy.

1 Corinthians 2:16. Who hath known the mind of the Lord? Isaiah 40:13. Romans 11:34. Or, being his counsellor, hath taught him all these glorious plans of creation and providence, especially the glorious things laid up for those who love him. Of the latter phrase, St. Paul gives here, it would seem, a version of his own, adapted to the scribe, to the wise, to the disputer or rhetor of this world. If by his wisdom he has been a tutor to the deity, let him put in his claim, and he shall have a full reward.

But we have the mind, the wisdom, of Christ; and the mind of the Lord is the mind of the Saviour. This is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. John 17:3.

REFLECTIONS.
On looking back through the preseding doctrines, we are struck with the glorious visions which opened on the minds of the prophets and apostles respecting the grandeur of God in his counsels, and the unsearchable riches of the gospel. Oh what is this expansion of soul, this exuberance of thought bursting on men so holy? Assuredly it was to raise our poor groveling minds to things of transcendant excellence. It was to support us, poor abject ministers, with the hopes of better times, and martyrs and confessors with the crown of righteousness, laid up for those who love his appearing.

By consequence, if the glorious things spoken of the kingdom of God, and of our future hope, afford us unspeakable consolation and joy, we are bound the more to preach them to others, and give a reason of our hope. Nay more; we are bound to speak to them in spontaneous words, for the true sublime of thought is always uttered in the plainest words. Above all, we are bound to speak as do the oracles of God, comparing spiritual things with spiritual, explaining one text of scripture by another, that all the rays of light may be converged in the hearer’s breast.

How deplorable then is the state of thy soul, oh man of the world, that receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. Is reason thy tutor? Is philosophy thy guide? Is a library of elementary knowledge, and amusing books, the productions of profane men, your sole treasure? Pause a moment, and ask, what can these do for you in a dying hour? Is not all time comparatively lost, which is not employed in thinking of God, and living in conformity to his pleasure? It is true, you cannot know the things of God without regeneration; it is the inner man of the heart which tastes and sees that he is good. But ask, and you shall receive. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-23
1 Corinthians 3:1-2. Babes in Christ, like children at the breast, requiring to be fed with milk, and not with meat. Our great tutor here addresses the Corinthians in a superior style of eloquence, to make them ashamed of their folly, being yet like children, crying and debating in parties, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos.

1 Corinthians 3:6-8. I have planted, Apollos watered. Here again we see the great and noble mind of this apostle. He detracts nothing from the real excellence of Apollos as a workman, but ascribes to God the full glory, as the giver of all good. Those who plant are not the authors, but the helpers of our faith and joy. These helpers are encouraged by the liberal promises of grace, that every man shall receive his own reward.

1 Corinthians 3:10. As a wise master-builder, an experienced man in architecture, I have laid the foundation, by preaching Christ through the Grecian provinces. Therefore let those who succeed, build according to the plan and grand design of the temple.

1 Corinthians 3:11. Other foundation can no man lay, no new theory, no new doctrine than what is described in Isaiah 28:16. But the materials of the building, concerning which the Corinthians are cautioned to take heed, are of two sorts; gold, silver, and precious stones, as used in Solomon’s temple; and wood, hay, and stubble, as used in the mud-walled houses of the poor. The foundation is the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, from which the covenant and the promises have emanated. Those great and precious promises are more to be desired than fine gold. Therefore, as the temple had outward glory, and inward beauty, so the stones in the living temple must be built up in their most holy faith. Babes must be nourished with the sincere milk of the word, and men with stronger food. The inward beauty regards the edification of the church in all the graces of the Holy Spirit, and these graces are above all estimation: if a man would give all the substance of his house, he cannot purchase love. The same may be said of faith, which being tried and purified, is much more precious than gold that perisheth. 1 Peter 1:7.

1 Corinthians 3:12. Wood, hay, stubble. St. Paul allows the ministers of Corinth to have been regenerate men, begotten by his ministry; but some of them still adhered to many jewish rites and customs. Others dabbled in gentile philosophy, which could not save in the fiery trials of life; and in fact, their labours availed but little in the salvation of souls. They forgot to preach Christ, and him crucified, and so missed their aim.

1 Corinthians 3:13. The day shall declare it. Beza remarks here, after Calvin, that the light, like the rising sun, shall disperse the darkness of ignorance, and cause curious opinions which have been admired, to be of no value. But Poole adheres to Peter’s idea, that it is the fiery trial which shall reveal the moral state of the heart; the fire which shall purify our graces, and make the christian bright in the furnace. Then the builder and the building shall receive a reward by a vast encrease of grace here, and of glory in the life to come.

1 Corinthians 3:15. He himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire. Yea, as a brand plucked from the burning. How many good ministers have filled the sanctuary, and been applauded by their hearers; yet they have no work of God, or revival of religion among their hearers. It is because they have been building wood for gold, hay for silver, and stubble for precious stones. And when the fiery trial comes, such a man’s own soul shall have but a narrow escape from the conflagration. He has been preaching moral duties to carnal, wicked, and unconverted men, instead of laying the axe at the root, pressing a present salvation, and entire holiness of heart and life, as stated in the next words.

1 Corinthians 3:16. Ye are the temple of God. The Father, Son, and Comforter will come and make His abode with you; and that heart alone is meet for his abode, which is his own workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, and formed for all good works.

1 Corinthians 3:17. If any man defile the temple of God, φθερει τουτον ο θεος, him will God defile, by leaving him in his pollution, as in Revelation 22:11. He who is filthy, let him be filthy still. He who grossly and wantonly profaned a temple, was accounted worthy to die. Hence Polycarp said, “Young men, keep your flesh as the temple of God.”

1 Corinthians 3:18. Let no man deceive himself in vain efforts of rhetoric to please his hearers, instead of saving and sanctifying them; for the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. He despises such craftiness and cunning, especially in those who profess to be his servants. By deceiving Isaac, Jacob narrowly escaped assassination; and the rich man who laid up treasures for many years, was, in the midst of his schemes, hurried away by death. In building the temple of the Lord, Paul is yours to plant, Apollos to water, and you are all the servants of Christ Jesus, even as he is the beloved Son of the Father. Why then should discord exist in the church? Why not obey the great Healer’s advice, and seek the lowest place, to be servants of all for Christ’s sake?

1 Corinthians 3:19. He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. Let no man trouble the church as a party man, for the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. He took the wise inhabitants of Jerusalem in their policy. They did not honestly confess the Saviour through fear of man, and when the christians fled from that devoted city, they were enveloped in the siege. Mark 8:34. Therefore let no man glory in any leader of a faction, for Christ is one, and the body is one; whatever is contrary to concord shall be revealed in the day of fiery trial.

1 Corinthians 3:21-23. All things are yours, labourers in the vineyard, and builders of the temple. Whether Paul, who puts himself first because he could not well do otherwise, being the founder and father of the Corinthian church. Or Apollos, who, it would seem, had reached Corinth before Peter: a triad of the most illustrious men. Or the world, which also is yours, the faithful in Abraham being made heirs of the world. Or life, or death; that you may glorify God by a holy and a useful life, and by a happy death. In this great bond of perfection, you owe only subordinate reverence to men, for ye are Christ’s body, his vineyard, his temple; and Christ is God’s high servant in the ministry of his kingdom. The unity therefore which subsists in heaven, should reign in the church below. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-21
1 Corinthians 4:1. Let a man, yea every one of you, however biassed by parties, so account of us, though servants for your sakes, as ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God, as illustrated in Romans 16:25. Those mysteries are called “wisdom” in the preseding chapter; here they are regarded as the secrets and doctrines of the gospel; as mysteries hid in ages past, but now made manifest to us the apostles, prophets, and evangelists of Christ. If the ministers are degraded, Christ is degraded, and the cause destroyed. The elders that rule well are worthy of double honour.

1 Corinthians 4:6. These things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos, as labourers in the vineyard, and as stewards of the household of Christ; that in the humble and laborious sphere in which we move, you might find no cause to be vainly puffed up one against another, for what is the gift that you have not received? Paul often puts hard things in a figure, as the carnal man, in the seventh chapter to the Romans.

1 Corinthians 4:9. I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last. You have houses, you have riches, you are citizens, enjoying every worldly comfort; you have reigned as kings, while we are accounted fools for Christ, partially suffering from hunger and cold. All men seem to have more joy in their professions than the missionaries of Christ. The farmer grows rich in corn and cattle, the physician rises in practice, the merchant is aggrandized with wealth, while we are accounted the pests of society, and the offscouring of all things. — How admirable are these eloquent appeals. The apostle concedes all the excellencies of which they had vainly boasted, and heightens the portrait by the darker shades of his own trials and afflictions in the work of the Lord. What a master of oratory: how he plays with argument, how he wounds and heals.

1 Corinthians 4:14. I write not these things to shame you for past discords, for with good men, on perceiving their errors, the point is gained. Therefore, as my beloved children, I warn you, and warn you as your only father, having laboured among you and in Achaia for three years.

1 Corinthians 4:17. For this cause, of healing and harmony, have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son. In hearing Timothy, the Corinthians would still hear Paul, because he was perfectly acquainted with the apostle’s sentiments, with his words, and discipline. They would crowd the auditories of Timothy, and the spirit of discord would melt away before the warmer beams of charity.

1 Corinthians 4:19. But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will. It appears however that this promise was delayed by such hindrances as caused the second epistle to follow in the course of the year. 2 Corinthians 1:17-24. On coming, he would not regard the oratory of those that were puffed up above holy discipline, but the power of the gospel in regenerating the heart, in all the hallowing influence of the inward kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 4:21. What will ye? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in love? Take your choice. They knew that he had the keys of the church, and that the husbandman has a right to make a fence; if otherwise, to plow and sow would be of small avail; but the rod of the church must be in a father’s hand.

REFLECTIONS.
Just and proper ideas of the christian ministry are laid down here. A minister is a steward of the mysteries of God. He has an office, a charge, a dread responsibility. God will require at his hands the souls of the people. The Corinthians in their parties were lowering their ideas of the ministry, and those who despise ambassadors, despise the sovereigns whose commands they execute. If ministers are degraded by factions, the christian church suffers a severe eclipse.

It was however no small glory, that amid the scrutinies of parties, the apostle could say, I know nothing by myself, either in moral character, or in the faithful discharge of duty. He had the same charity for the Corinthian pastors. Evil surmisings in regard of character, destitute of proof, must be left to the final decision of the great day. Meanwhile, it is encumbent on every one to shun the appearance of evil; and in a minister, such appearances destroy his usefulness.

In the parties at Corinth, some of them had begun to talk rather high, and to speak in the first person. Ye have reigned as kings without us; and I would to God that ye did reign, in all the power of righteousness, and in excellence of the christian temper. But their reign was inglorious, while the fetters of parties adhered to their feet.

We must equally admire the superior wisdom of Paul, in sending Timothy, who would be so likely to conciliate existing differences. They would gather about his ministry, and pay deep attention to his advice, as the representative of the holy apostle, who had been their spiritual father. A happy way of giving a diversion to church factions, and directing their minds to the true principles of the gospel, that the kingdom of God was not in word, but in power. It is piety that gives unity and strength to the church. The children love to gather around the fire of the altar. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-13
1 Corinthians 5:1. There is fornication among you. πορνεια designates every species of illicit intercourse between the sexes. Our Saxon word forliggian properly expresses fornication, but here adultery and incest are comprised. In this sad case, not only the written law, but the examples of the gentiles condemned the offender, and reproached the church with indecision.

And such fornication as is not so much as named among the gentiles. Virgil mentions with contempt the fall of Anchemolus in battle, who had dared to defile the bed of his mother-in-law. Æneid. 10:388, 389.

Et Rhœti de gente vetustâ Anchemolum, thalamos ausum incestare novercæ.
1 Corinthians 5:2. Ye are puffed up. Some of the Corinthians, under specious pleas, had covered the offender, and wounded the faithful, who wished for Paul’s return to sanctify the church. Now for any party to set themselves above the law of nature and of nations, in covering a presumptuous sin, indicated a haughty mind which merited his coming with a rod of discipline. The primitive church, after the example of the synagogue, used to mourn for any one who was separated from them by immoral conduct.

1 Corinthians 5:5. Deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. On this subject sacred criticism has sent us down various opinions. Buxtorff, in his lexicon, on the word נדוי niddui, gives us examples of jewish excommunication, which in smaller crimes was for a limited period. But of more grievous sins, as in the text, they expound the words of the law, “the soul that doeth ought presumptuously shall be cut off,” as equivalent to the punishment of death. Theophylact understands this text in the same manner. Interitum carnis; hoc est, ut morbo eum maceret et tabescere faciat; that disease may emaciate and waste his constitution. David’s sin exposed him to this awful visitation, as may be inferred from Nathan’s words, who said, after hearing his repentance, “The Lord hath put away (the punishment of) thy sin; thou shalt not die.” But Augustine, sermon 68., understands this sentence simply of excommunication, while Chrysostom adheres to the former opinion, a power which allowed Satan to afflict the body. This power the apostle himself seems to have exercised on Alexander and Hymenæus. 1 Timothy 1:20. Discipline is essential: “upon all the glory there shall be a defence.” 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8. Purge out therefore the old leaven. The language here is Hebraical. Before the passover, the jews cleared their houses of leaven, and lived for seven days on biscuit bread, made simply of flour and water. Christ, the paschal lamb, being sacrificed for us, christians are called to put away from their hearts the leaven of malice and wickedness, and to be consecrated to the Lord. Our old man is crucified with Christ, that the body of sin might be destroyed.

We must next purge out the leaven of wickedness from the church, that like a chaste virgin, she may be devoted to the Lord. Then we shall celebrate our sacraments in love and harmony, and all men will honour the church, which is honoured of heaven as the family of God.

1 Corinthians 5:11. Now I have written to you — with such a one, no not to eat. He had written before, but now, being more fully informed by the arrival of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, he wrote in stronger words, not to receive and return visits from excommunicated persons, as that would commit the moral glory of the christian character in public estimation, and the sour leaven would operate on the heart. These injunctions are understood to be addressed to the individuals concerned, for the church alone has the power of expulsion. She must be purged of sins so foul, or there will be no church. Yet even towards gross offenders, we must not withhold the civil duties and obligations of life.

REFLECTIONS.
In the sad case before us, the noble and paternal character of Paul cannot be too much admired. The hallowed zeal of Phinehas inspired his breast, who for the work of righteousness obtained a blessing. His aims were wise, his motives pure, to save the church from scandal, and so to punish the offender that his soul might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

The time of this interference was equally judicious. There was a leaven of gnostic licentiousness working in Greece, as in Asia, a leaven which greatly disturbed and afflicted the churches, by apologies for the flesh beyond the reach of shame. Those characters were vainly puffed up, as though their leniency had thrown a shade on the rigours of the law. Holiness requires that the man who has communion with dangerous connections shall be denied the sacramental bread.

When a brother is debarred from communion, as indeed must be the case with every one who lives in mortal sins, we must not associate with him as a bosom friend; that would tend to defeat all the prudent means of the church to bring him to repentance. Stains so foul require time for bleaching. But Paul, full of pity, in less than a year advised the Corinthians to receive the penitent offender back to communion, lest he should be over depressed with sorrow for his past sins. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-20
1 Corinthians 6:1. Dare any of you — go to law before the unjust? He whose cause is just appeals to equity, but he who does his neighbour wrong is vexatious. In England, our judges, after the cause is opened, finding it of small account, refer it frequently to an arbitrator. The litigious pay dear for legal decisions, which they might have had gratis at home; and what is worse, they expose religion to great contempt.

1 Corinthians 6:2-3. The saints shall judge the world — shall judge angels. The comments on this text are various. Some say ministers are here referred to, being the judges in the christian synagogue. Others say, as in Beza, that this refers to the time when the apostles shall sit on thrones as assessors with Christ, and judge the infidel world and fallen angels. Matthew 19:28.

Another comment is, that the apostle is not speaking of any thing future, but of the present, of something already begun, and actually going on; not the saints shall judge, but the saints judge; the world is being judged by you. He does not mean that eminent saints at the end of the world shall sit in judgment on the rest of mankind, for we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. The believing Corinthians, by embracing the gospel, judged; that is, condemned those who rejected it. Thus Nineveh shall rise up in judgment, and shall condemn the jews for their rejection of one greater than Jonah. The word is used in the same sense in Romans 2:3. John 12:31. Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out. It was through the influence of the Holy Spirit accompanying the gospel, that the domination of sin and Satan was condemned. — There is much propriety in this, because it is by the church that the world should be illuminated and converted: they stand condemned for not following light so clear, and examples so bright and interesting.

1 Corinthians 6:5. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? This text was once cited by lord Kenyon in the court of king’s bench, when the aggrieved party in the society of Friends had brought a case before him. “Have you no wise man among you to settle these disputes, that you bring them before us?”

1 Corinthians 6:11. Such were some of you — guilty of crimes for which many have suffered by the hand of justice. But ye are washed, ye are justified; and let not such forget what they owe to grace. And even those who have been guilty of them only in heart, have no reason to boast over another. Dr. John Bradford, minister of Lutterworth, a blessed martyr, used to say, on seeing men go to the gallows, “There goes John Bradford, had not grace prevented.” — Ye are washed by the baptism of the new birth, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost; and yet not so but men through life should blush for sins so foul. Yea, they should repair errors to the utmost of their power, and cautiously keep the flesh in subjection.

1 Corinthians 6:12. All things are lawful to me, in regard of eating with certain characters when occasion seems to require it, but all things are not expedient. The Corinthian feasts were carnal and profane, and God would destroy both them and their feasts. Self-denial is the hallowed road to glory. How can a christian dine with a profane character, without reminding him of his sin! The Spirit constrained John to reprove Herod.

1 Corinthians 6:16. He who is joined to a harlot is one body, as those who are united in matrimony. In like manner, he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Here is the distinction: heaven is open to the family of God, while the horrors of darkness await the wicked. See the note on 1 Corinthians 3:17.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Ye are not your own. He that made you, and has fed you as his children, has every claim of grateful obedience. Nay more, the Redeemer who ransomed your life with his own requires that you should henceforth be the temples of the living God. What grace is this to sinners of the gentiles, that they should now be as holy as they had been polluted and profane. This is the only way in which those trophies of mercy can glorify God in body and mind.

REFLECTIONS.
The jewish synagogue, described in Matthew 4., claimed the prerogative to judge of pecuniary disputes by a bench of three. The same prerogative is here conferred on the church, a prerogative which the Romans did not deny the Jews, and consequently the christians, whom the Romans long regarded as a jewish sect. Now, the commencing a suit in a pagan court against a christian brother was reprehensible in many views. It exposed the defects of the church to the contempt of the heathens, and thereby hindered the progress of the gospel. It sought an expensive and vindictive redress, when milder methods would have succeeded. If idols, if devils, if the infidel world is judged by the saints, how easy must it be for them to decide in the simple cases of commercial concerns. They will stoop more than high and worldly judges to the minutiæ of a case, and give a decision between men which they can face in their own neighbourhood, and at the bar of God.

The persons recommended to this office are wise men, distinguished by probity and experience. But if no such men are found among the Corinthians who boasted of wisdom, the apostle, bantering them to their shame, recommends them to appoint the least esteemed, the lowest in the church to be judges, sooner than go to a tribunal decorated with the emblems of idolatry, and where the pleaders appealed to the gods. Let then the members of religious societies blush for making their inveterate and expensive appeals to courts of justice, and thereby dishonouring the church of God.

But the grand argument prompting to reconciliation and reverence for the church is, that religious strife is joined with nine other foul crimes which exclude men from the kingdom of heaven. Among these, fornication, so rife at Corinth, is most conspicuously noticed. He that committeth fornication, or any kind of uncleanness, sinneth against his own body. Guilt and shame lodge on his conscience, and fever is superinduced on the body. Now the body of a christian is a temple of God; and temples were always classed in sanctity next to heaven itself. To affect communion with Christ, and being at the same time connected with a harlot, is so provoking to the Lord, that he will cast the impenitent into a bed of affliction. Besides, the saints are called to peculiar sanctity because Christ is risen from the dead, that we may walk in newness of life, relish the joys of angels, and shun those licentious gratifications which are ‘joyless, loveless, unendeared.’ Arguments of chastity may also be deduced from the price of our redemption; and it is no redemption if we are still captivated with fleshly lusts which war against the soul.

Lastly, the method of conquest is judiciously prescribed. “Flee fornication.” Samson, mighty Samson, fell for want of flight. We must shun the company, despise the books, and combat the habit which would seduce us to sin. Yea, we must take alarm at the slightest glance of the eyes, and emotion of the heart, which would foster foolishness. God is holy, and angels stand at our side. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-40
It is evident from the tenor of this chapter that the Corinthians had written to the apostle for advice on the subject of marriage and its obligations, and that he is here resolving their various difficulties. Some of them, from observing the gross licentiousness of their native city, and affected it may be with the habits of the eastern ascetics, which afterwards prevailed, appeared to doubt of the lawfulness of marriage in any case: 1 Corinthians 7:1-9. Others who had unbelieving wives and husbands doubted whether it were expedient to continue the connection; and are told that they must not be put away for their unbelief, provided they were disposed to live in peace: 1 Corinthians 7:10-14. Another case of extreme difficulty seems to have been proposed, and that is, what should be done when the unbeliever is determined to depart, from an insuperable aversion to christianity, and thus to vacate the marriage contract: 1 Corinthians 7:15. To these and other questions the apostle replies, according to the wisdom given him from above.

1 Corinthians 7:3. Let the husband render to the wife due benevolence, in all the conjugal rights of marriage. Moses says, in Exodus 21:10, ענה, from the root ônah, which is the Greek word ευνοια but slightly varied — “If he take to him [his habitation] another wife, her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage shall he not diminish.” St. Paul’s reference to the law would confer weight on his words.

1 Corinthians 7:8. It is good for them if they abide even as I. Paul was now, it would seem, a widower. Eusebius affirms that three of the apostles were married, and that Paul was one of these. St. Clement of Alexandria thinks his wife was dead. — Vide Poli Synop. His special call to preach to the gentiles did not allow him to entangle himself in the affairs of this life; otherwise he had a right, as well as other apostles, to lead about a wife in all his labours and travels.

1 Corinthians 7:9. If they cannot contain, let them marry. ει δε ουκ εγκρατευονται γαμησατωσαν: “If they do not contain, let them marry.” God has made no man under the necessity of committing mortal sins. The promise is full of power: My grace is sufficient for thee. Temperance and prayer are the divine resources of christian purity. In due time they may marry: but the birds build their nests before they lay their eggs. Prudence is requisite in marriage. 

1 Corinthians 7:12. If any brother hath a wife that believeth not. When the jews returned from Babylon, Ezra the priest obliged them to dismiss their idolatrous wives, as polluters of their blood, and as dangerous to their religion. Ezra 9:10. This was difficult to do, and it occasioned great anguish of mind. But the jews could then marry other wives, instead of those they had dismissed; and what then could the converted gentiles do in such a case. One great part of the mystery of godliness was, that the gentiles should be fellow-heirs with the believing jews of the grace of life, and equally participate in all their privileges. But in the jewish case, as well as in the christian, marrying with unbelievers is forbidden by a permanent law of the church. The christian widow, as in 1 Corinthians 7:39, cannot marry, except in the Lord, or to one regenerate and born again. Romans 8:1; Romans 16:7.

1 Corinthians 7:14. The unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, a phrase indicating that their marriage was without spot, sanctification being here restricted to conjugal purity. Else were your children unclean, but now are they holy. Those two words, ακαθαρτα unclean, and αγια holy, refer to the gentiles and the jews, the former being accounted unclean, and the latter a holy nation. They do not imply, either in the jewish or the christian children, an exemption from original sin.

1 Corinthians 7:28. Such shall have trouble in the flesh. They may find it difficult to procure food and raiment in times of so much inquietude and persecution; and for a time the storm may drive many from their families.

1 Corinthians 7:40. She is happier if she so abide, and serve God as a matron in the church. There is a glory attendant on certain women, and certain ministers, who have lived single with a view to move in a particular sphere of usefulness.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here a happy chain of advice, admirably calculated to promote personal comfort and family peace. To enter adequately into the apostle’s arguments we should beware, that Corinth was a proverb of lawless love among the heathen writers. A thousand women were consecrated to Venus, whose sumptuous temple stood on the hill above the city. Hence St. Paul most justly levels a full stroke at fornication; hence also many holy persons, going from one excess to another, abstained from marriage, and extolled celibacy. But the apostle sets all right by recurring to the original foundation: “let every man have his own wife.” His arguments of a single life are merely founded on certain persons devoting themselves to God’s service, or because of the present distress or persecution: 1 Corinthians 7:26. And surely it is better in those times to forego marriage for a season than to risk apostasy, because a married man, tempted by the tears of his wife and children, was very liable to conform to idolatry, on the required occasion to save his life and his lands.

In regard to marriage, every man has his proper gift of God: and being a gift, whether it be virginal or matrimonial chastity, it is alike holy.

The believing wife is to save if possible the unbelieving husband. Treading in the path of duty, let her piety be sincere, her temper happy, and her obedience in all lawful things unlimited. But let her suffer for truth and righteousness rather than yield to sin. How shall a carnal husband be encouraged to venture on a religion which does not make his wife holy and happy? Hence, avoiding sinful compliances with his humour and menaces, she must strive to gain him by arguments and sweetness of disposition.

Though St. Paul advised abstinence from marriage because of the persecution, yet he speaks with deference to fathers. In such cases let the father do what he will, he sinneth not. If he thinks that he behaves unseemly to his virgin, who is already betrothed and promised to a young man, let them marry. Yet in such a case of persecution, the father that giveth not the daughter in marriage acts more prudently than he who marries his children under the inevitable aspects of trouble in the flesh.

The injunction to the widow to marry only in the Lord, applies with equal force to young people, and to all pious parents in the disposal of their children. Shall lands, or riches, or family connections be preferred to piety? What then must the church think of the religion of those who act against the commandment; and how are such marriages likely to operate on the children? Will not a carnal father train up his sons to all his own habits of life; and will not a carnal mother train up her daughters to all the vanities of the world? But where the parents are both of one mind, the children are dedicated to God in baptism, and trained up to the faith and worship of Christ. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-13
1 Corinthians 8:4. We know that an idol is nothing. St. Paul transcribes this from Habakkuk 2:18, where the Hebrew text is literally “dumb nothings,” for dumb idols; a phrase used by the Gnostics.

1 Corinthians 8:6. But to us, One God, the Father, possessing the Son in the beginning of his way. Proverbs 8:22. John 1:18. From whom the Comforter proceeds, “in glory equal, in majesty coëternal.” The Father is the fountain of deity. To him no paternity can be added, no filiation to the Son; all is infinite, all is eternal. St. Paul here, like Moses, Deuteronomy 6:4, asserts the unity of God, in opposition to the gods many, and lords many in the mythology of the gentiles. Of most of those gods, here called in 1 Corinthians 8:4, “nonentities,” we should not have been burdened with the names, had it not been for the theogony of old Hesiod.

And one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. The Word of Jehovah, as is the running phrase of the Chaldaic paraphrase, being made flesh, we now stand in the same relation, as sinners to Christ, that we do as creatures to the Father. As the mediatorial kingdom must be delivered up to God, even the Father, so it had a beginning in Christ, who himself had no beginning. Therefore in our adoption and glory we are all built on him, the only-begotten of the Father.

1 Corinthians 8:11. And through thy knowledge, thy boasted philosophy, that an idol is nothing, shall the weak brother perish for whom Christ died? The charity which warms the heart and saves us, is worth a thousand speculative opinions. The tender and unexampled love of Christ, in dying for poor sinners, should fill our hearts with divine affection towards the brethren. Paul loves his brother more than any fleshly appetite.

REFLECTIONS.
St. Paul apparently speaks here ironically of knowledge which puffeth up, and he is thought to allude to the Gnostics, knowing ones, who affected great superiority of knowledge and of liberty. This sect, most licentious in their morals, were often a great snare to the weaker christians in drawing them to their parties and their feasts. The christians and the gnostics alike agreed that an idol was nothing, for God cannot be represented by any figure made by man. Consequently, no meat should be abhorred under a plea that part of it had been presented to an idol. Now, here is the difference between profane and sacred knowledge; the former puffeth up, and affects to despise the ignorant and vulgar crowd; but sacred knowledge takes mistaken man by the hand, makes him wise unto salvation, and leads him into all the simplicity of the gospel. Thus charity edifies the soul in all the knowledge and life of God.

We have here the glorious superiority of the christian over gentile polytheism, or plurality of gods. To us there is but ONE GOD in essence, having a sociality in himself of Father, Son and Spirit; and this unity of the divine nature is most admirably discovered in the glory of our redemption. And whereas the gentiles had titular divinities, and mediators without number, christians have but one Mediator, who in his mysterious and adorable person of God-man is our prophet, priest and king. By the Lord Jesus were all things created; and we exist as a church and people by his sovereignty and right.

The apostle, after reproving the Gnostic for sitting at meat in the idol temple, conveys a caution to believers against feasting with their idolatrous relatives and friends. Circumstanced as the christians were, he allows them to eat whatsoever was sold in the shambles, not asking whether the beasts had been presented to idols or not, reminding them at the same time that there was a most serious moral danger in feasting with carnal friends. The allusion to the gods, interwoven with all pagan festivity, would be dangerous to the christian, because his presence at such a feast would give a sort of countenance to idolatry: and carnal feasts are equally dangerous still. Who can spend four hours at a feast, and come away fit for the worship of God? Did not Samson, mighty Samson, lose his religion at a Philistine feast? If the cedars of Lebanon have thus been broken with festivity and worldly mirth, what shall become of us who are only like the hyssop on the wall.

The caution, often used by St. Paul, Romans 14:15, is worthy of an apostle who loved his God, and the souls of men. The force of the argument lies here. If my opinion, or my liberty be a favourite point with me, my brother, for whom Christ died should be dearer; my brother is made in the image of God, and is to be my companion and fellow worshipper for ever. Shall I then alienate his affections from religion for a piece of meat, and a carnal feast? God forbid, that I should ever deviate so far from the mind of Christ, and the spirit of the gospel. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-27
1 Corinthians 9:1. Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my work in the Lord? Having illustrated the legal customs of the jews respecting meats, he introduces another subject, his right to temporal support for his spiritual labours. Some jews, it would seem, ever hostile to Paul, had insinuated that because, for the most part, he had eaten his own bread at Corinth, he had no fair claims on the funds of churches. This point he argues with decision. He had seen the Lord in the way to Damascus, and in the temple. Acts 9, Acts 22:21. He was commissioned by the Lord, and the church of Corinth was the chief sphere of his labours in Greece, where he had many seals to his ministry.

1 Corinthians 9:5. A sister, or a wife. The Greek word γυνη gyne, in this place is obscure. The Vulgate reads, a woman sister, and the papists avail themselves of it to prove the celibacy of the first preachers. Ambrose translates it in the plural, women, meaning wife, mother, or a young and unprotected sister. It designates a deaconess, as in Romans 16:1. The private duties of the synagogue were discharged by matrons, who alone could have access to their afflicted sisters.

1 Corinthians 9:13. They that wait at the altar, whether priests, levites, or servants, are partakers with the altar of all the fruits, the vows, and offerings of Israel. They not only have support, but liberal support. In like manner, ministers serving churches which are poor, should not be burdensome to them; but when those churches become numerous and rich, the members should abound in liberality to their ministers as God has favoured them with success in commerce and wealth. The rich man who sees his minister unable to pursue his studies for want of books, and want of clothes, or to provide for his children trades, and does not assist him, must give account another day. Who can count the blessings which a congregation receive from an enlightened ministry, or estimate the debt they owe?

1 Corinthians 9:15. It were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void. Paul as a Hebrew scholar, and as a Roman gentleman, preserved his dignity in the church at Corinth, which at first was weak and poor, as was the case with most of the primitive churches. He assigns another reason for his disinterestedness; he would cut off occasion from the false apostles, who sought occasion. What can we say of a man so illustrious, but that he was covetous of the great reward in heaven. 

1 Corinthians 9:18. That I abuse not: καταχρησασθαι, I use not my power. That is, says Tirinus, minus bene uti; less or not fully use my power to live by the gospel.

1 Corinthians 9:26. So fight I, not as one that beateth the air. St. Paul here refers to the Greek and Roman games, one part of which was the cestus, from the Greek word κεστος, belt. Montfaucon has given us a splendid engraving of the conflict. Because bruising with the fist maimed the hand, and often disjointed the thumbs of the combatants, they invented the “cest.” The two pugilists held a ball of leather in each hand, attached by a strap to the zone or belt, loaded with weighty matter, and in latter times with iron or lead. With these balls the combatants often gave each other fatal blows, to which the apostle alludes when he speaks of resisting unto blood. But the dexterous combatant often had the address to elude the blow of his antagonist, and then he only beat the air.

1 Corinthians 9:27. Lest — I myself should be a castaway. Saurin has a good thought here, that St. Paul’s having the full assurance of faith, had no fear of falling from God, and perishing at last. But yet, to touch the loose professors of the age, he, by a sort of abstraction of thought, supposes himself not only to be in very great danger of falling from God, but of falling into hell, and perishing at last. Therefore he would keep his body in all the habits of temperance and exercise. He would run the race with equal steps; he would fight the good fight of faith, that at last he might receive the crown. He speaks to others by word and deed: So run that ye may obtain. Let the professors of the present age, who dress and feast, and smoke and drink, and cannot lift up their little finger in the way of self-denial, think of this.

REFLECTIONS.
The arguments in this chapter turn on the purity of Paul as a minister, and purity surpassing that of all other ministers; so much so that some began to count him a fool for Christ’s sake. The studies and labours of the christian ministry are arduous. Who is sufficient for these things? Hence the people to whom ministers preach should relieve their minds of the solicitudes of acquiring food and raiment. It is a shame for rich men to realize fortunes, build villas, and aggrandize their houses, while their ministers are suffering many domestic privations. The right to maintenance is guaranteed to ministers by the law of nature and of nations. On this principle a thousand arguments arise. What general goes to war at his own charge? What man plants a vineyard, without expecting that the fruits will remunerate his toil? What shepherd attends his sheep and his goats, without a daily supply of milk? Where is the Hebrew or Grecian priest of the lowest order surrounding the altar, that is not a partaker of a joint with the altar? It is just the same with the ox that treadeth out the corn, and the husbandman who plows his field. And shall christianity, the most philanthropic religion on earth, be cold to its ministers? Shall families hear the language of heaven on earth, see vice repressed, morality and conversion enforced, and the dying comforted, and forget the man who sheds all these blessings on a whole district?

The working of Paul and Barnabas with their own hands was voluntary and partial. Paul gratefully acknowledges the present of the Grecian saints as a sweet odour unto God. Still to roll away the reproach of the jews, he gloried in labour, and no entreaty to desist could make his glorying void. But he blamed not the other apostles and ministers who did not labour. Besides, the fisher-men had not a trade as St. Paul had; they could not fish on the dry land. And we must allow to this day, that it is a privilege to those who have both the means and the heart to preach a free gospel. The purity of their motive adds lustre to their ministry, though the heart of a poor minister may be equally pure.

We must next admire the sincere prudence of St. Paul in his endeavours to become all things to all men, in observing or not observing indifferent customs. He well knew that the kingdom of God was not meats and drinks, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Let all ministers hence learn to aim at hallowed sociality. The shepherd must walk with his flock, and the physician converse with his patient. So must the servant of Christ visit and teach from house to house, and gain the affections of his people. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-33
1 Corinthians 10:1. I would not have you ignorant of the grand point, the foundation of the Hebrew religion; that our fathers, for such was the usual language of the jews and proselytes respecting the Israelites, were under the cloud, the symbol of Jehovah’s presence, and the visible token of covenant favour and protection. And this cloud distinguished them from all other nations.

1 Corinthians 10:2-4. And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. He initiated them into the covenant in all its moral and ritual obligations, and the manna and the rock corresponded with the bread and wine in our sacraments. The eye of faith sees glory in the scriptures, conveying instruction from ancient symbols and past events. A divine radiance shines upon us from under the coverings of the sanctuary; and whether the symbol be bread and wine, or rock and water, it is the same Saviour whose body we discern in the sacrament, slain as the paschal lamb, and crucified on Calvary. This is the Lamb, the heavenly food of which Moses said, a stranger shall not eat thereof. In the same cloud or Spirit, as at the Jordan, “are we all baptized into one body.”

1 Corinthians 10:7. Neither be ye idolaters, as in the tragic case of the golden calf, described in Exodus 32.

1 Corinthians 10:8. Neither let us commit fornication, as the Hebrews did at Moab’s feast; and as the lower sort of heathens do in all the feasts of Venus or Astarte. See on Numbers 25.

1 Corinthians 10:9. Neither let us tempt Christ, as in the revolt at Rephidim, when the people murmured for water, and when Moses and Aaron received their sentence, not to enter the promised land. “They turned back, and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.” Psalms 78:41. They tempted him again when they loathed the manna, and were destroyed of serpents. Exodus 17. Numbers 21.

1 Corinthians 10:10. The destroyer seems to refer to the avenging angel who inflicted the plague. It was an angel who smote the firstborn of the Egyptians; it was an angel who slew the seventy thousand who gloried in an arm of flesh, when David numbered the people; it was an angel who destroyed the blaspheming Assyrians, and Herod when he gave not God the glory. Thus both the old and new testament ascribe the visitations of God to the ministry of angels. 

1 Corinthians 10:11. These things happened for ensamples, and are written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the world, or ages of Christ, are come. Paul enumerates only five revolts of the fathers, though they rebelled ten times against the Lord. He expressly says, that these revolts were against “Christ,” against Jehovah, the Angel of the burning bush, and whom the psalmist above calls the Holy One of Israel. All the versions read Christ, the Syriac, the Spanish, the Irish, the Sweedish, and the Russian. Such also is the doctrine of the christian fathers, that Christ is the Angel who spake to the patriarchs, and led the Israelites to the promised land. Beware then, oh factious men who disturb the church at Corinth, for all the Israelites were baptized, as well as you, and yet they fell short of the promised land.

1 Corinthians 10:12. Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed. ο δοκων, existimans, Montanus: so in Hebrews 4:1. One who estimates himself to stand, is admonished to take heed lest he fall. Let such at Corinth who foster factions in the church beware, lest God who punished the ancient rebels, should also punish some at Corinth with sickness, and others with the sleep of death.

1 Corinthians 10:17. We being many are one bread, one body. The venerable ÆLFRIC, archbishop of Sherborne, Dorsetshire, in the tenth century, translated eighty spels (exercises, sermons) from ancient fathers. One of which, in die pascæ, for Erist or Easter Sunday, contains an illustration of these words. “Understand now and rejoice, for we are all one loaf, and one body in Christ. He is our head, we are his members. Ne bith se hlaf of anum corne, neither is the loaf made of one corn, ac of manegum, but of many. Ne tha win of anre berean, nor the wine of one berry, but of many. So also should we all have unity in our Lord. Therefore the holy housel (sacrament) is called a mystery, because one thing is there seen, and another thing is designed.” By consequence, if the figure was seen in the bread, and the substance seen by faith in Christ, Ælfric was not a believer in transubstantiation.

1 Corinthians 10:20. The gentiles sacrifice to devils. The learned Dr. William Stukeley names the ancient temple of Dracontium in Asia, as bearing Satan’s names. What else are the sacrifices of the wicked. What else their songs and their dances, but the dance of demons. What else was the worship of Venus, and if possible, worse still, that of Priapus. Come out from among them; escape for thy life. The figures of their idols are demons revealed.

1 Corinthians 10:22. Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? And what could provoke him more than to liken him to “a calf that eateth grass?” David in exile would neither offer their drink-offerings of blood, nor pronounce the name of their imaginary gods. He escaped from Philistia without any signs of apostasy. Psalms 16:3.

1 Corinthians 10:25. Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, eat, asking no questions whether the animal had been offered in sacrifice. This was wise and prudent advice, and the jews themselves begin to follow it.

1 Corinthians 10:32. Give none offence, neither to the jews, by any contempt of the ceremonial law; nor to the gentiles, by injudicious or unseasonable attacks on their religion, their mythology, and customs, as I have endeavoured to do in all places: 1 Corinthians 9:20-22. But especially give no offence to the church; render due honour to all the brethren. Weigh the consequences of your words, and examine the tendency of your steps.

REFLECTIONS.
In the preseding chapter our apostle animated us to the race, and the combat, by the hope of the crown, and the awe of being disapproved and cast away. Here he supports his arguments by the multitude of the Israelites who were cast off, and disapproved as unworthy of the promised rest. The victims of ancient visitations rise from their graves to warn posterity of crimes, revolts, and apostasy. All these Israelites, like the defective and unfaithful christians, had received a double sacrament. They were all baptized unto Moses, as their leader, and type of Christ, both in the sea, when they marched through the deep, and in the cloud on Sinai, when they were sprinkled with blood. And admitting water to be figurative of the Spirit, as our Lord has said, John 7:37-38, they all drank of that spiritual rock which followed them in the wilderness, and flowed into pools in the parched ground. Yea, and they all ate of that spiritual bread, which was a figure of Christ the true bread, as is largely illustrated by our Saviour, in John 6.; yet after all they fell short of the promised land.

Oh my soul, be sanctified by fear. Do not tempt Christ by presumptuous sins, do not murmur at salutary chastisements, and do not in the lowest sense commit fornication, which was common at the feasts of Astaroth, the Venus of the gentiles. No man on the peril of his salvation must join the table of the Lord with the table of devils. Hence no men’s souls were in greater danger than those Gnostics, who affecting to say that an idol was nothing, indulged in pagan impurity, and most insidiously ensnared the weaker christians. Let the believer still fear the bacchanalian route, though no idol be there, as equally ensnaring to his weakness, and reproachful to religion. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-34
1 Corinthians 11:2. Keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. The apostle mentions these twice to the Thessalonians, and nearly in the same words. 2 Thessalonians 2:15; 2 Thessalonians 3:6. What were they? General outlines of order in worship, and rules of private conduct for the members of the churches, whether male or female, married or single. How could the infant church subsist without traditions, that they might walk by the same rule, and mind the same things. These ordinances seem implied in the next words.

1 Corinthians 11:3. The head of every man is Christ. He rose to be Lord both of the living and the dead. Romans 14:9. The head of the woman is the man: thy desire shall be to thy husband. Genesis 3:16. And the head of Christ is God, as the Father, and fountain of deity. John 5:19-20. — Christ in his humiliation was the servant of rulers, Isaiah 49:7; and was made a little lower than the angels. Psalms 8:6. Hebrews 2:7; Hebrews 2:9. But now he has no head, except the Father, who is in himself all in all.

1 Corinthians 11:4. Every man praying or prophesying, which latter word designates here unfolding the mysteries of Christ, who as head of the family, and prince on the throne, wears the crown. Now as the veil is a mark of subjection; and as the man openly preaching in the church acts as the ambassador of Christ, he would dishonour Christ to preach so covered as to hide his countenance, which shines with the image of Christ. The idea being here that of subjection, Paul, I think, who himself had a bald head, as stated in the introduction to the Acts, would not reprehend our Puritan and Lutheran divines for the velvet cap; neither did he mean to reprehend the women, “who helped him in the Lord.” — On the subject of decency in worship, St. Paul would not have christian women in their devotion to resemble the pythoness, who with dishevelled hair, and roaring voice, invoked three hundred gods.

Et crines effusa sacerdos Tercentum tonat ore Deos. ÆNEID. 4:509.
1 Corinthians 11:7. A man indeed ought not to cover his head, in public worship, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God, and equally so is the woman, comprehended in the man. It is not doubted but there was a high degree of moral glory about the countenance of Adam in a state of pristine felicity, and the remains of the law are still written on the heart. In regenerate men especially the countenance is sometimes illuminated like Stephen’s, which shone with angelic brightness. The priest of Asia says, that St. Paul sometimes looked like a man, and sometimes like an angel.

The contrary is the case with bad men. The habitual wickedness of their heart alters their aspect, and gives to their countenance the impressions of vice. Coceijus cites Martial the poet as saying that they have devouring eyes, to which we add, “eyes full of adultery,” a brow of brass, a sneering insolence, and mockery at the faults of another. Sometimes their eyes are full of fire, their tongue emitting venom, and all their features pale with anger. — Ah, what need of a new heart, and a right spirit. The old man must be crucified.

1 Corinthians 11:9. The woman was created for the man, as a help meet, to bear him children, to keep his heart, and his house, that both might be as one soul in two bodies.

1 Corinthians 11:10. The woman ought to have power on her head. The scope of this argument regards worship, and a hallowed approach to the table of the Lord. The women of the east, to the present time, wear veils; but poor women are often seen on the road, and at work without them. In England we follow the Parisian fashions: the women as well as the men show an open face, yet all must bow in prayer, and be engaged with God alone.

Because of the angels, who according to Tertullian, attend the congregations, and mark the devotion of the people. Angelo adhuc orationis adstante, the angel of prayer standing by. Chrysostom, on the priesthood, has a similar thought, that ministers should be attentive to their sermons. He says, “I had a vision. I saw the communion rails crowded with angels, listening to the sermon.” In another place he asks, “Knowest thou not that thou standest with the angels? These ministering spirits assembled with the Lord in the temple, and led the worship in his celestial courts. They raised and hallowed the devotion of Jacob, when the God of his lathers met him at Bethel. Bless the Lord, ye his angels that excel in strength, that do his commandments.” Psalms 103:20.

Another opinion, followed by some ancient commentators is, that the word angels in this place regards the prophets, elders, and ministers present in the church, “because the lips of the priest keep knowledge, and because they cry on the walls of Jerusalem.”

1 Corinthians 11:13-16. Is it comely that a woman pray uncovered. The argument here is built on national customs, but customs which St. Paul regarded as important, corresponding with the natural law of modesty, and the peace of the church. The hair of Absalom was his pride, and caused his death. The long hair of the Argives is a frequent epithet of Homer, and the short-haired Englishman is a pleasantry with Zimmerman. Though the length of the hair be in itself a small object, yet it is not small when the peace and unity of the church is disturbed, as appears from 1 Corinthians 11:19 to have been the case at Corinth, and which produced disorders that invoked divine correction.

1 Corinthians 11:19. There must also be heresies among you, that those brethren may be approved who love the peace of the church more than parties and contention; while the heretic follows his own opinion to mischiefs unutterable. See the note on Acts 24:14.

1 Corinthians 11:23. I received of the Lord that which also [even] I delivered unto you. The Lord did not make Paul an apostle to the gentiles without specially appearing to him, and giving him a full revelation of the gospel, in which the order of the holy sacrament was included. If so, no christian should neglect it. If so, it is far too assuming in the Friends to supersede it. Galatians 1:12.

1 Corinthians 11:27. Whosoever shall eat this bread, and [or] drink this cup unworthily, shall be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. The dispute whether and, or the disjunctive or be the true reading, our best critics think to be of no moment, because in this place the disjunctive is equivalent to a conjunction. It never can be construed into a justification of the Catholics in refusing the cup to the laity, by merely dipping the wafer into the wine. Drinking of the cup is here four times distinctly named; and dipping is not drinking.

1 Corinthians 11:28. Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat. Have I right ideas of the love of God, and of Christ who gave himself as an atoning sacrifice, that our sinful nature might be made clean, by the offering up of his body on the cross. Have I renounced all my sins, and with all the fruits of repentance in my power? Can I eat that bread in charity with every member attendant there? Am I weary of the yoke of sin? Then the invitation is mine: Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; come without money and without price.

1 Corinthians 11:29. He eateth and drinketh damnation to himself. Erasmus reads εις κριμα, to condemnation, which does not preclude future repentance. Then my afflicted brother, fear not; the rebuke of Paul to a few Gnostic drunkards at Corinth, does not apply to you. Live not without eating by faith of the true bread which came down from heaven to give you eternal life; for sacraments are the appointed means to obtain covenant blessings, and afore prepare you to drink new wine with the Saviour in the kingdom of God.

REFLECTIONS.
Corinth contained a great church composed of various nations, many of them but imperfectly washed from gentile pollutions, and still much perplexed with gentile customs. St. Paul having retrenched and regulated their intercourse with the idolaters, proceeds next to enforce decency of devotion. In a city where fornication was so rife, the veil worn by women was peculiarly essential. This veil was a sign of modesty. Genesis 24:65, Genesis 38:14. It was a gift to our mother Eve, in the fine tresses of her hair; and the want of a veil to this day in oriental nations is regarded as an indication of immodesty. Even the men among the jews veiled their heads in devotion, a custom which St. Paul disapproved, for man was made in the image of God. The woman was created also in the image of God, but yet of man’s substance, and placed second in the family; hence she is taught to reverence her husband. She ought to be veiled also because of the holy angels who crowd religious assemblies, to promote reverence and devotion in the audience: and Sarah was reproved for unseasonable laughter in presence of the angels who visited her tent.

The wise and holy apostle, desiring to withdraw the saints from pagan feasts, sets before them the hallowed ordinance of the Lord’s supper. This ordinance is distinguished in importance, being made the subject of a new revelation. He received the particulars of its order and administration from the Lord. It was a final pledge of the Saviour’s love before his passion, and equally so of his second coming. Let us improve such occasions with the sincerest piety: and may the idea that Christ has taken us from the dunghill, and allowed us to feast with the family of heaven, break our hearts with contrition.

Let our faith be lively; and not as certain licentious professors, who eat without distinguishing and discerning the Lord’s body. Oh what glories may we see in his person, what mysteries in his redemption, and what consolations in his love! While we participate of the sacred symbols, the water is all changed to wine. Our sins are all forgiven, and the joys of remission flow with eternal life in the heart. In this ordinance we renew our covenant with the Lord; yes, and with the blood of that covenant, as our Saviour said concerning the wine. Then every covenant blessing is ours. The heart of stone is removed, the law of kindness is restored, we are received into the household of faith, and sit in heavenly places. The bread that we break is the body of the Lord, and all the members of his church have a mutual participation of all the fruits of his passion and death. Hence the feast is celestial and divine. God cheers his people with earnests and foretastes of future felicity. We eat the bread of angels, and have fellowship with the family above. Hence tears are congealed to gems of joy, and prayer is changed to praise. Our blessed Lord introduced at this feast all kinds of consolatory discourse and talk of heaven, closing the sacred scene with a hymn. Hence this supper is called by the Greeks the holy eucharist, because of the praises and hymns of thanksgiving which are then offered to God. Thus heaven opens on earth in the souls of the faithful. The Redeemer conveys to his friends the seals and pledges of everlasting love; and they travel, like Elijah, in the strength of that meat to the mount of God.

Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. Sincerity is the grand requisite in the guests. The Master of the feast says, Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden. He came to bind up the broken hearted, and to comfort all that mourn; to give them the oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness. Come, tender and contrite souls, and do not fear the condemnation threatened to apostates, who crucified the Lord afresh, and put him to an open shame. These, and not you, are guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-31
1 Corinthians 12:1-2. Now concerning spiritual gifts, and gifts promised to old men, to young men, and to handmaids, according to Joel 2:28, I would now speak, in the third part of this epistle, and apprise you that those endowments are altogether divine, and are the emanations of celestial glory; the adornings of God our Saviour, peculiar to the christian church. Proofs demonstrative of the divine authority of our religion. While you bowed before dumb idols, all around you were the desolations of winter; now in the church, all is the verdure and beauty of summer.

1 Corinthians 12:3. No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed. The Jew or the Greek who does this, speaks by an evil spirit, execrating him as an impostor, and a false Christ. On the other hand, no man can say, like Stephen, Lord Jesus, but by the Holy Ghost; for the Spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. Revelation 19:10. How can we call him Lord, when we serve another lord? It is the Spirit of adoption which cries Abba, Father, and testifies that we are the children of God. When demons and bad men have confessed him, the confessions have been coercive, and their mouths were soon shut.

1 Corinthians 12:4. There are diversities of χαρισματων, chrisms, unction, divine endowments, gifts of grace. But it is the same Spirit, it is the gift of God, and of Christ, and of the same Lord, indicative that the same unity subsists in the mystical body as in the adorable Trinity.

1 Corinthians 12:5. There are differences, distinctions, of administrations, but the same Lord; and he is called Lord here from the work of redemption, as in other places. Romans 7:4; Romans 14:9. 2 Corinthians 5:15. Titus 2:14. Malachi 3:1.

1 Corinthians 12:6. There are diversities of operations, for this unction attends all the labours of the ministry; but it is God the Father, the fountain of deity, working the same thing. And assuredly, if a Trinity be not here revealed, language is devoid of meaning.

1 Corinthians 12:7. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man, for utility and edification in the church. Ostervald says that father Cheminai’s sermons have much unction. Chrysostom, he adds, raises us up to heaven, even in his exordiums. A good man has a fountain of eloquence in his own breast. He who thus speaks has demonstrations that he promotes the conversion of his hearers, together with the peace and concord of the church. If the preacher’s heart burn with love, all these heavenly effects will follow.

1 Corinthians 12:8-10. The word of wisdom. On these twelve gifts see the reflections below; only I would add here, that critics, as is usual, give various expositions. Some think that the word of knowledge designates the knowledge of future things by the Spirit of prophecy. The gift of tongues is to be noted as peculiarly admirable, and most convincing to unbelievers, who were the proper judges, and especially in the city of Corinth, where very many languages were spoken. They saw that God did aid the utterance of the speakers in a supernatural manner. The gift of discerning of spirits not only respects the admission of members to communion, but also the selection of officiating ministers.

1 Corinthians 12:13. By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, the church, the spiritual body of Christ. This is rising in a climax, for the gifts are but the adornings of the body. In this celestial family a new order, a divine organization subsists. The distinctions of jew and gentile, of rich and poor, subsist no longer. Seeing things in the same light, they love with the same flame. This baptism of conformity to the Saviour’s death, indicates a cessation from our own works, the works of iniquity, and a resurrection to seek the things that are above. — If this be the unity of the heavenly family, where now, oh ye Corinthians, is your party spirit of Paul, of Apollos, and of Cephas. We have all drank into one spirit of concord, of love, of worship, and zeal to evangelize the world: in all these views we are of one mind, of one accord.

1 Corinthians 12:24. God hath tempered the body together. The head cannot say of the weakest member, even of a little finger, I have no need of you. Admirable inference to teach us fellow-feeling for the poor, the weak, and the sick. They were all made in the image of God, redeemed with the Saviour’s blood, and made heirs of the same hope. The poor widow may do us unspeakable good by her prayers.

1 Corinthians 12:28. God hath set some in the church — first, apostles, as stated in the tenth of Matthew. These different orders held their rank by divine appointment; and all this exterior dignity in the church, though often followed with hunger, exile, and martyrdom, was real dignity in the eyes of heaven. We must account those that rule well, worthy of double honour. If christianity have conquered in the fight, let the princes of the congregation wear their laurel. Let them enjoy all the mitred honours for which dignified writers, and especially the Latin critics, contend. — On the other hand, the truth must be declared. If those bishops, as in many instances is delicately apparent from their works, have abandoned Christ the Son of God, for Jesus the son of Mary; if revelation be substituted by philosophy, their apostolic claims are all nugatory. The divine right of episcopacy must be covered with crape. “The salt has lost its savour; it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden underfoot of men.”

REFLECTIONS.
When a prince has built a palace, he surrounds it with woods, lakes, temples, and all the retiring graces which are thought eligible to adorn his mansion. God has done the same with regard to the human body, here set forth as a figure of the church. He has supported it with pillars, defended it with arms, elevated the head, and adorned it with a countenance whose beauty surpasses all his works. The church which is his body, he has adorned with his own glory of the Spirit, that she might reflect his lustre on a benighted world, and be distinguished from those exorcists and vagabond jews, who pretending to the superior gifts of the Spirit, imposed on the credulous, and execrated the Lord Jesus. This Holy Spirit commissions the various ministrations by deacons, presbyters, &c.; and their first qualifications to serve the church are the spirit of faith and prayer, to call Jesus Lord by the Holy Ghost. Romans 8:15-16. Now, the gifts and adornings of the Holy Spirit are about twelve in number, as distinguished in the sacred writings.

(1) The word of wisdom, founded on a profound insight into the work of redemption. It is a spirit of wisdom and revelation of God’s holy will, with a power to unfold the mystery hid in ages past; for the apostles spake wisdom among them who were perfect.

(2) The word of knowledge. The apostles and apostolic men were scribes instructed into the kingdom of God. They astonished the world by their knowledge of letters, when, like their Master, they had never learned. And though men now acquire this by the labour of a whole life, it is the greatest lustre which can adorn the human mind; for this kind of learning is not to be classed with pagan and scholastic knowledge, which shall vanish away.

(3) Faith is the next endowment here laid down. The faith which justifies grew to a faith of courage, which emboldened primitive believers to despise a thousand dangers, in telling the world of God’s redeeming love. The mob, the magistrate, the apparatus of martyrdom, could not deter them from publishing the joyful news to their poor fellow-sinners, all seeking death in the error of their way.

(4) Miracles, a temporary luxury of grace, were added to faith. The public mind were so prejudiced against salvation by the cross, that they would not stoop to investigate the all convincing evidences of christianity. The storms which fell on Paul, and on the infant churches, were so tremendous that they could not have subsisted, and conquered, unless they had been sheltered under a supernatural arm. Hence God, who is rich in mercy, endured their prejudices, and awed their fury by displays of omnipotent power. Miracles were therefore evidences of a divine mission, for the man to whom nature was subject must be sent of God. Our Saviour therefore said, Believe me for the very work’s sake.

(5) Gifts of healing are here distinguished from miracles, as in Mark 6:5; Mark 16:17-18. They imply the asking of health for the sick in prayer, and healing them by imposition of hands.

(6) The gift of prophecy, in its highest acceptation, implies an ability to foretel future events, immediately by that Spirit to whom futurity is known. The interpretation of dark and obscure prophecy is also a high gift; and praying and preaching is distinguished by that name: 1 Corinthians 11:4.

(7) Discerning of spirits was another divine endowment on the holy apostles. St. Peter perceived that the lame man had faith to be healed. Acts 3. He perceived also that Simon Magus was in the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds of iniquity. This was a happy endowment, when crowds were hastily rushing into the church. It likewise enabled them to discern who were the best qualified for office and mission; and equally so to distinguish who spake by the Spirit of Christ, and who spake by his own spirit, or the spirit of Satan. The word is also understood of prudence, counsel, and profound discernment.

(8) The gift of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues, were likewise very happy and well-timed endowments of the primitive church, as explained in Acts 2. They removed the curse of Babel by the superabundance of the blessings of truth and grace.

(9) To this we may add three gifts elsewhere enumerated, but implied in what the apostle has already said. The spirit of grace and of supplication, an aptitude to teach, and helps and governments; all of which highly tended to the glory and edification of the church. We may hence infer the great happiness and lustre of the primitive church, when she first bloomed in this desert world, as the fairest flower of paradise. She had many ministers in the same church, who enjoyed the unfettered liberty of prophesying. This church was edified by all possible variety of talents, and drank into the excellent spirit of those who maintained sacred converse with God. The saints resembled the trees of righteousness, watered with the river of life from the throne of God and of the Lamb. We need scarcely wonder that they conquered the world, and that the darkness, the crimes, and the idols of the age, fled before the hallowed banners of the cross. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-13
The apostle having spoken of the adornings of the church, which is the body of Christ, proceeds now to treat of her internal glory; and that glory is charity, for without this, all other endowments are the reproach of the christian world. This is indicated by the preseding words: “yet show I unto you a more excellent way.” Some bear hard on our Stephen Langton, abp. of Canterbury, who divided the bible into verses, for separating those words from this chapter. Though he erred in some places, yet all Europe adopted his plan. Origen had divided his Hexapula into sections, beginning each (mostly in the middle of a line) with a capital letter, whose sides were described with a fine pen, and the middle filled up in succession with vermilion, with yellow, and the blue of lapis lazuli, which conferred much beauty on the page. Sometimes oxides of gold and silver were employed, and sometimes whole manuscripts were written with them.

This charity is demonstrated by its fruits, as in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. It eclipses all the endowments of prophesy, of tongues, and of knowledge. This charity conveys its glory to a future world, and with all the brilliancy of augmentation.

“Lasting its lamp, and unconsumed its flame.”
1 Corinthians 13:1. Though I speak with the tongues of men, whose eloquence raised them from humble birth to the highest rank in the senate; men who could seize on assembled multitudes, and turn them as rivers of water.

And of angels. Paul may here have special reference to the choristers in the celestial courts. Though angels speak to one another in their own language, yet no doubt they are acquainted with all the languages spoken amongst men.

And have not charity. If I do not love the Lord supremely, with a love emanating from a pure heart, a good conscience, and faith unfeigned, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. The cymbals are well known, being chiefly used in military bands. They are generally made of tin, mixed with other sonorous metals; and in the figure of a plate having a cavity in the middle, which is grasped by the hand. One being held in each hand, they beat time to the music, and far exceed the trumpet in sound. 

1 Corinthians 13:2. And have all knowledge, elementary knowledge of the sciences, including Hebrew learning in general. Dr. Lightfoot translates here, that “Hillel the elder had eighty pupils, thirty worthy of the Holy Spirit to rest upon them, as it rested upon Moses. Thirty for whom the sun might stop his course, as it did for Joshua. The remaining twenty held a middle rank. The chief of these was Jochanan, learned in the Scriptures, the Mishnah, the Gemara, the idioms of the law. The scribes understood illustrations, comparisons, equations, geometry, parable, &c.”

If I had faith to remove mountains, to surmount impossibilities; yet without charity all would be unavailing.

1 Corinthians 13:3. Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor. The prodigal gives all his riches through folly, and the concupiscence of his heart, and leaves reproaches on his memory. The good man, on the contrary, distributes his harvests and his riches in imitation of God. Philanthropic characters merit a record in the church. The benevolent Thornton, of London, imitated by John Crosse, vicar of Bradford; the philanthropic Reynolds, of Bristol, imitated by his neighbour Bonville; a Howard, the admiration of Europe; all these are names “as ointment poured forth.”

Though I give my body to be burned; literally, to be consumed in fire, as the martyrs, to attest the truth of religion, it profitteth nothing, unless I suffer for the love of Christ. To be “scorched with fire” deterrogates from the sense of the text, and from the glosses of the fathers.

1 Corinthians 13:4. Charity suffereth long, restrains anger, is patient, lenient, as Ambrose reads, even as God has borne with us. — And is kind. There is an urbanity, a sweetness, and a grace about christians who have lived long in the enjoyment of true religion, which far surpasses description. Charity under wrongs, frauds and injuries, seeks not her own by raising feuds in society, and vexatious suits at law: she prefers to suffer wrong.

1 Corinthians 13:5. Charity doth not behave itself unseemly, “indecorously,” (as all the versions read) in whatever state or station it may be placed. Is not easily provoked: ποροξυνεται, is not irritated, non exacerbatur. Tremellius. Ne s’ aigrit point. Mons’ version. The Arabic, and all the other versions agree. But Tirinus, the jesuit, gives another comment. Non facilè concitatur ad iram, not easily excited to anger; but a gloss is not a version. The obtrusive adverb, easily, turns the reading, and perverts the sense. The Greek word occurs in Acts 17:16. Paul’s spirit was stirred within him, when he saw Athens wholly given to idolatry. Also in Acts 15:39, it is said “the contention was so sharp,” between Paul and Barnabas. Anger, like all the other passions, is holy and noble, while under the reins of judgment; but when it gains the ascendancy, a man blushes as though he had been overcome of wine.

1 Corinthians 13:6. Rejoiceth not in iniquity. To rejoice at sin is a most profane and malignant passion, and is put here in opposition to the truth, or righteousness. To walk in the truth is to serve God in holiness and righteousness.

1 Corinthians 13:8. Charity never faileth, εκπιπτει; that is, says Theophylact, it never deviates, it accomplishes all, and aims at the consummation. It never recedes from its proper character, and this is said in opposition to the gifts in the preseding chapter; to prophecies which shall be superseded, to tongues which shall cease, and to knowledge which shall vanish away.

1 Corinthians 13:12. Now, we see through a glass darkly. The word glass disturbs the sense; it was but lately discovered when Paul wrote. The literal reading is, Now we see in a speculum, (a polished metalic mirror) in ænigmas; for in an earthly father, we see the heavenly Father, and in all the figurative language of the scriptures, we see heavenly glory designated. Milton gives us a beautiful verse on Eve, when she came home to Adam, and told him what a figure she had seen in the pool of water, of a woman who moved as she moved, and when she retired, the figure retired.

1 Corinthians 13:13. The greatest of these is charity, in regard of excellence of nature, and permanency of duration. Charity is the parent of faith and hope. Charity shall subsist when faith receives its consummation in promises, and hope in fruition of eternal glory.

REFLECTIONS.
Our apostle, passing from the exterior to the interior adornings of the church, comes to that godlike charity which is the chief excellence of the mind. A knowledge of languages, accompanied with a popular eloquence, was a great glory in the oriental world. The gift of prophecy, as in 1 Corinthians 11:4, was also a most edifying talent, especially when joined with all the sacred and literary knowledge which can adorn the mind, and with all the benevolence to the poor, and courage in suffering, which can possibly add lustre to the character; yet all were obscure where divine charity was wanting. This charity, this love of God shed abroad in the heart, is to all accomplishments as the sun to the universe; it confers grace on every action, and the radiance of heaven on every sentiment. A man of superior endowments destitute of love, is found on a nearer approach to tarnish all his lustre by avarice, vain glory, and sordid habits.

The superior encomiums which St. Paul here bestows on charity, prove that he was perfectly acquainted with the religion of his Master. Both Moses and Christ have resolved the whole law into the love of God and our neighbour. This charity is therefore the end of the commandment, and the fairest proof of our adoption. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

The sixteen characters here given of charity have only to be weighed, and copied in our heart and life, to enhance its worth in our esteem. It suffereth long, and is patient in bearing with evil men, and in requiting their deeds with kindness. it envieth not, it vaunteth not itself, being conscious of a worth which comes from above. It is so taken up with admiring the glory and perfections of God as to lose sight of its own superiority. And instead of envying another for superior learning and eloquence, a sure character of a meaner mind, it rejoices to be little in the eyes of God, and hallowed in his esteem. It believeth all things, when a neighbour makes an honest defence; hopeth the best, putting the most charitable glosses on all his conduct. How much preferable is this to an habitual suspicion, the natural effect of ingenious guilt. Yea, and where a man is overtaken in a fault, charity never fails in hoping, and in using means for the backslider’s restoration. How justly then is charity, a grace which the poor and illiterate may all have, preferred to knowledge which shall vanish away.

Humiliation should ever accompany knowledge, because we know but in part. The holy and adorable mysteries of revelation should abase us at the feet of Christ. Though he has disclosed to us the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, we know but a small part of the depth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. Hence we prostrate with angels at the footstool of the throne, and adore in the lowest abasement.

We also tremble for thee, oh thou profane socinian, who art retailing thine unhallowed sneer and wit concerning the holy mysteries of our faith. While St. Paul confessed that he knew but in part, and saw but obscurely in the mirror of revelation, or by the ænigma of figurative language, thy tongue is profaning the doctrines of the Trinity, of the Atonement, and of the Holy Spirit. But remember, that He who confounded the scoffers at the ark, is coming in flaming fire against all who make light of the gospel. Divine charity is not only greater than knowledge and gifts, but it surpasses both faith and hope, which are essential to salvation, and must abide in all ages of the militant church. Faith, working by love, purifies the heart; and hope, loving the appearing of Christ, awaits his coming firm as an anchor. But when these are superseded, charity in heaven shall acquire everlasting consummation, and blaze in the emanations of God with unquenchable ardour. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-40
What is the subject of this chapter? Does it refer to the constant manner in which worship was conducted in the primitive churches; or does it refer to the manner in which men possessed of secondary gifts, edified the church during the absence of their superior ministers? Dr. Hammond in one place inclines to this opinion. Has it not also a regard to the way in which the body edified itself in love, during their agapæ or love-feasts, when they might all prophesy one by one.

1 Corinthians 14:1. Follow after charity: διωκετε, not simply follow, but follow fervently and vehemently after this first and best endowment; for what is religion worth without “fervent charity,” which sheds a lustre on all we speak or do.

1 Corinthians 14:2. He that speaketh in an unknown tongue, does not speak to the edification of the church. Dr. Lightfoot, to whom we pay great deference, will not allow that St. Paul means here the tongues of surrounding nations, as the Punic or Catharginian, the Egyptian, the Syrian, or the Armenian language, but rather the Hebrew, often made in large quotations. Others think that the speakers did not know the Greek language; for Corinth, opulent Corinth, was a vast resort of strangers.

1 Corinthians 14:6. What shall I profit you, except I speak either by revelation, the openings of divine truth on my mind by the Holy Spirit, as is stated in the thirtieth verse. — Or by knowledge, imparting divine instruction from the information I have acquired by the study of the holy scriptures. — Or by prophesying from the fulness of my own heart, replenished with wisdom from above. — Or by doctrine, by sermons or discourses, which illustrate the great doctrines of the christian religion. These four ideas comprise the principal functions which belong to the sanctuary.

1 Corinthians 14:10. There are many kinds of voices in the world. Languages and dialects, which greatly change in commercial nations, so that in the space of five hundred years the language is half new, though the primitive words and roots remain. One fifth of the Greek primitives to this day are sported through Europe; the whole word, or some radical letter, still remains, as the pillars of ancient ruins.

1 Corinthians 14:16. Amen. See notes on Deuteronomy 27:15. Isaiah 65:16. 

1 Corinthians 14:20. In malice be ye children, as stated on Matthew 18:3. A masterly touch of the pen to teachers, agitating minor questions, and irregular forms of worship, while the powerful eloquence of the heart in prophesying was in danger of being overlooked. St. Paul certainly disapproves of the burdensome forms of jewish worship being too much forced on the christian church. Prayer, reading, expositions of the reading or exhortation, with singing, were the four ancient recognized forms of worship.

1 Corinthians 14:25. And report that God is in you of a truth. D’ Oyley, on the eloquence of the pulpit, draws a portrait of the excellence of preaching to the heart. A man enters the church, careless about salvation, and indifferent to devotion. By and bye he hears the preacher describe a character, and gives the anatomy of a depraved heart. After awhile, reflection comes, — that is my character; he is preaching to me. Some one must have told him the secrets of my heart, and all my way of life. The preacher proceeds; he brings the Lord on the clouds of heaven to judge the world; sinners are guilty and speechless at his bar; he pronounces the sentence! The hearer can contain himself no longer; he weeps, he prays, he cries for mercy, and becomes converted to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 14:31. Ye may all prophesy one by one. All these sentences of Paul coincide very much with Malachi 3:16. “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another.” The jews in their feasts, and in their gardens edified one another in this way of worship, and social intercourse. “Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare unto you what he hath done for my soul.”

1 Corinthians 14:34. Let your women keep silence in the churches. This is an injunction of the synagogue, as in Maimonides, prohibiting whispering in the time of worship. Our very learned Joseph Mede, in a sermon on prophesying, proves beyond a doubt, that St. Paul does not refer to the higher acts of prophesying by immediate inspiration, nor to the expounding of prophecy to the edification of the church. There is no reason to suppose that the women expounded the holy scriptures in the presence of so many prophets and evangelical men as were then in Corinth; he therefore refers it to the third class of prophesying, or singing the praises of God, as Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun are said to do. 1 Chronicles 25:1-3. Mede supposes that those singing women unveiled themselves, as the priestesses of idol temples, but by no means to similar indecency as the sibyls and pythonesses. In this text there is an additional thought concerning the women asking their husbands at home. This was to avoid whispering, and asking questions during the time of worship, but cannot refer to preaching and praying, because that was edifying others, not making enquiries for their own gratification.

1 Corinthians 14:35. It is a shame for women to speak in the church. The rabbins treated the women with rigour, but the spirit of prophecy spake in milder words. Joel 2:29. Women held stations in the church, as deaconesses, and catechists to their own sex. They also prophesied, as Philip’s four daughters did, in minor assemblies.

1 Corinthians 14:37. Let him acknowledge that the things I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. St. Paul claims here, as in other places, a deference to his doctrine as a divine revelation. And he knew the difference between the thoughts of his own heart, and the dictates of the Holy Ghost.

1 Corinthians 14:39. Covet then to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. This fully shows how Paul would have the junior ministers at Corinth cultivate the study of the holy scriptures, and to speak with grammatical accuracy and fluency the various languages that were current in the city. They required all the powers of eloquence in addressing the church, and the men of different nations who resorted to their ministry. People will not long sit under a preacher, unless they can look up to him with confidence and delight.

REFLECTIONS.
Men of genius seem athirst for knowledge, often with a view to display their talents. Forgetful of the tree of life, they climb high in the tree of knowledge of good and evil, make a great noise in the branches, and get many a dreadful fall to mortify their pride. We are here shown a more excellent way, and that way is charity. Therefore follow after charity; for this is life eternal to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. He is the tree of life, ever adorned with virtue, bloom, and fruits.

Ministers must covet earnestly the best gifts, especially to pray and preach so as to edify the flock. In expounding the scriptures, they have to unfold the mysteries of redeeming love, and to personate prophets and apostles in language and sentiment. In addressing the heart, they have to make manifest its secrets, anticipate its objections, supersede its evasions, and force conviction on the conscience. This is a divine work; and human learning, unless wholly submitted to a divine influence, can never effectuate it. Hence ministers must pray to be the organs of the Holy Spirit, and covet the improvement of talents next to their own salvation.

If the primitive preachers were not allowed to preach in an unknown tongue to the majority of their hearers, it is little better when we attempt to preach in a refined style, with well-turned periods, and with words which our poor hearers neither use nor understand. Oh how St. Paul would rebuke that sycophant preacher on his descending from the pulpit, as ignorant of himself and of his Master’s work. Let us always aim at simplicity, unction, and ease in our sermons.

We admire the rich and instructive liberty of the primitive church. The bishops and deacons, the elders and ministers of the church sat near together; and after reading and prayer, they spake one after another: “each,” as CALVIN says, “waiting an opportunity to speak.” Thus the spirits of the prophets were subject to the prophets, and they had no dry sermons, for they spake as they found liberty in the Lord. So at Antioch the rulers of the synagogue desired Paul and his friends all to speak. Acts 13:15. Christian worship had a close resemblance to that of the jews; strangers spake by interpreters; and the prophets, or expounders of the holy scriptures, spake in rotation two or three, as time and circumstances would allow. All things were done decently, and in order; and the whole church went home edified and comforted in the Lord. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-58
1 Corinthians 15:1-2. I declare unto you the gospel — by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you. We have here an epitome of the whole gospel, comprising essentially the death of Christ as a sacrifice for sin, and his triumphant resurrection from the dead; these are truths which lie at the foundation of all human hope. The promise of salvation so often repeated to sincere and faithful souls, must always be kept in view. Mark 16:16. Romans 1:16. What consolation can be stronger to the conscious mind? Faith saves because it justifies and sanctifies, it also overcomes the world, and is the presage of eternal life.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4. How that Christ died for our sins — and that he rose again the third day. That he should rise again was expressly foretold by David, Psalms 16:10; and by Isaiah 53:10. It has been asked, where is the Hebrew scripture which foretels the resurrection of Christ on the third day? The Socinians, unable to find any such scripture, propose to correct St. Paul in the following manner; — “that Christ rose according to the scriptures, and that on the third day.” They see no difficulty in sacrificing important scriptures to get St. Paul out of trouble.

We reply, that Isaac was raised up from the altar on the third day, and Jonah from the deep in the same space of time; and if symbolical prophecy has any force, these figures must also have their weight. A prophet has said, “The Lord hath smitten us, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.” Hosea 6:1-3. Rabbi Abarbanel understands the two days, of the two flourishing dispensations, after the first, and after the second temple. The third day will be sub templo futuro exsuscitabit nos, when he shall raise us up, under the future temple, and when we shall live in his sight, persevere in his worship, and not die; neither shall our land be desolate. The jews understood this prophecy to have a final reference to the resurrection of the dead, the day when all our woes shall be healed.

But what are the comments of the christian fathers on this prophecy? These have been collected by Tirinus as follow. “All the holy fathers and orthodox doctors contend, that this text refers to Christ; to the redemption and resurrection from the death of sin, to the everlasting life of righteousness, grace, and glory, which shall come on the whole world by Christ after two days; that is, a few days, or short time; say about six hundred and ninety years, which should flow from Hosea’s time till the death of Christ. So St. Cyril, Arias, Vatablus, and others expound the passage. On the same text we may add, Tertullian, Origen, Lactantius, Cyprian, Jerome, Augustine, Gregory, Rufinus, Nyssen, Theodoret, and other catholics. Nay, the old Hebrews, as cited by Galatin, prove the resurrection of Christ from the first day of his passion, from the second in the sepulchre, and the third day, as cited by St. Paul, on which he rose from the dead.” — After these citations of Tirinus, what more can we ask. We have much weight from the synagogue, and the full weight of the christian fathers.

1 Corinthians 15:5. He was seen of Cephas, (the surname of Peter) then of the twelve. Paul omits the women who watched at the sepulchre. Mary, the most disconsolate, saw him first. Peter, heart-broken Peter, in the course of the day, saw him next. In the evening he appeared to the ten, still called the twelve, Thomas being absent. The two returning from Emmaus confirmed their joy. Dr. Lightfoot is I think unique in the supposition, that Peter and Cleophas were the two that went to Emmaus. — Of the twelve, he was seen again when Thomas was present, and of seven when they went a- fishing, and finally when he led the twelve to mount Olivet, and ascended to heaven.

1 Corinthians 15:6. He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once, on “a mountain of Galilee,” as stated by Matthew 28:16-18, “where Jesus had appointed.” Here were a cloud of witnesses to assure and to comfort the church.

1 Corinthians 15:7. He was seen of James. No doubt this was James the brother of John. In the gospel of the Nazarenes, which in the main agrees with that of Matthew, we find an addition, that James having made a vow that he would neither eat nor drink till assured that the Lord was risen, and that “Jesus brought him bread and wine, and said, eat and drink, for the Son of man is risen from the dead.”

1 Corinthians 15:8. Last of all he was seen of me also, in the vision on the way to Damascus, three times repeated. Acts 9:3-5; Acts 9:17; Acts 22:6; Acts 22:14. 1 Corinthians 9:1. He saw the Holy and Just One, which made him a full witness of his glory, that he might testify it to the gentiles. Thus this first of characters examined the witnesses of the resurrection with enlightened regards, on men, on things, on prophecies; and if our unbelievers would examine them with the same care, and in the same spirit, the issue would also be the full assurance of faith and of comfort. The grace conferred on Paul was great, and his more abundant labours corresponded with the glory of his calling.

1 Corinthians 15:19. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. The apostle here puts the consequences of denying the resurrection in their strongest forms. The gospel lost… the witness perjured… the dead perished! If so, what fools then are we to fight with beasts in every city, to be often in jails, scourged of the Romans, and whipped by the Jews! But thanks be to God, and let heaven and earth rehearse the song, THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST IS NO PROBLEM OF THE SCHOOLS: ALL IS CERTAINTY OF EVIDENCE, AND GLORY OF OPERATION.

1 Corinthians 15:20. Now is Christ risen — the firstfruits of them that slept. His resurrection occurred on the day after the jewish sabbath, the very day when the sheaf, the firstfruits of the barley harvest, was offered to the Lord, a happy figure of Christ, the first-begotten from the dead, on which account our Saxon fathers call the festival Erist, or Easter.

1 Corinthians 15:22. As in Adam all die, for all have sinned in him, and the children follow their fathers to the tomb, but with the gracious hope of a resurrection, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15:25. He must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet, conformably to the oath of his installation, in the hundred and tenth Psalm. Examine the glory of his kingdom under the following texts, where he fills Jehovah’s throne. Zechariah 6:13. Psalms 2. Isaiah 9:6-8. Daniel 2:44. In this throne he has a name above every name, and is worshipped by every creature in heaven and on earth. Thus the Father hath put all things under him. He must therefore reign till he has completed his mission, before he delivers up the mediatorial kingdom to God, even the Father, as the fountain of deity. The cessation of time for repentance, and of office in regard of Christ, induces no change either in his divine or human nature.

1 Corinthians 15:28. Then shall the Son also himself be subject to Him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. The kingdom in its consummation shall be perfect and glorious, and the will of the people lost in the will of Christ, who in his adorable person shall inherit all “the glory he had with the Father before the world was.” The subjection, comprising the mystical body of Christ, respects no more than the surrender of the mediatorial office, the work being fully completed. It is a surrender only, if we may use the running words of the Greek and Latin fathers. Nempe quatenus homo est, even so far as he is man, that God may be all in all. The last phrase is a frequent idiom of speech. The Romans said, as in Lucan, Omniæ Cæsar erat: Cæsar was all.

1 Corinthians 15:29. Baptized for the dead. Here a hundred critics stop to deliver their opinion, and give us about a dozen glosses of a custom perfectly understood when St. Paul wrote, but now doubtful. Erasmus, following Chrysostom and Ambrose, says, that men having died without baptism, through neglect, or suddenly, some of their friends were baptized for them. Lightfoot refers the text wholly to the baptism of martyrdom; and St. Paul certainly here connects it with the sufferings of saints. But Beza applies it to ablutions or baptisms practised on the bodies of the dead; and he cites the case of the good women who washed and anointed the body of Tarquin, to prove that this was a patriarchal custom. And most assuredly the decencies of burial, and the monuments which the ancients erected over the dead, implied a belief of the resurrection. Now, if we take it into consideration, that St. Paul was here addressing the infidel gentile, or the doubtful christian, the argument of Erasmus and of Lightfoot would have little weight with them; but this of Beza would confer the weight of high antiquity on the christian doctrine of the resurrection of the body. Heinsius has a very long and learned note on this text. His arguments turn chiefly on the name which persons receive at their baptism, a mark of honour to the deceased; and by consequence to be baptized for the dead is to be baptized in hope of the resurrection of the dead.

1 Corinthians 15:32. If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, when Demetrius, and the manufacturers of Diana’s shrines, were, like lions, resolved to tear me to pieces, was I not unwise to expose myself to men less merciful than the wild beasts? Acts 19. Why throw away a life which may enjoy many comforts, if there be no life to come? If otherwise, all preaching and all belief are vain.

1 Corinthians 15:35-36. Some will say, how are the dead raised up? Thou fool, αφρον, a man devoid of mind, unskilled in husbandry, when thou seest whole harvests grow from a few grains of corn; when thou seest the fowl burst the shell, and fly away. Limit not the Holy One of Israel. Is not all nature full of God, and full of mysteries?

1 Corinthians 15:45. The last Adam was made a quickening spirit, by regeneration, as stated on John 5:25-26, and by calling the dead to life.

1 Corinthians 15:53. This corruptible must put on incorruption. This beautiful figure shows how the soul shall leave all its weather-worn array of the desert behind, and put on immortality as a garment. The spiritual body shall need no support from perishable food. Its beauty and perfection shall assume all the forms of unfading glory.

1 Corinthians 15:54. Death is swallowed up in victory. Our critics have examined these words with care, in the Greek and in the principal versions. Three of the readings claim our notice. The text of Isaiah 25:8, is ל נצח la-netsach, “he hath swallowed up death for ever.” It is the same in many other places where that word occurs. Must the sword devour for ever? 2 Samuel 2:26. Will he reserve his anger for ever? Jeremiah 3:5. Lamentations 5:20. Edom kept his wrath for ever. Amos 1:11. Job 36:7. In all the above places, the LXX elegantly read, εις νικος,

“in victory.” — The third reading is with a dipthong: νεικος, “contention,” which is the reading of Tertullian, of Ambrose, and of Jerome, designating the long-continued war with sin, and death, and the grave, or hell. Jerome also, in his epistle to John, bishop of Jerusalem, repeats the word, and reads contention also in his comment on Hosea 13:14; where for stimulus, goad, he has aculeus, sting. Theophylact, who is said to be the abbreviator of Jerome, reads, De manu inferni liberabo eos, de morte redimam illos. Ubi causa tua mors, ubi aculeus tuus inferni? I will liberate them from the hand of hades. I will redeem them from death. Where is thy victory, [cause] oh death? Where is thy sting, oh hades? [hell.] — Ed. Basil, 1570.

This is indeed a most interesting passage, and personally interesting to all; for as yet, we are only spectators in dying, but soon must be called to act our part. — To enter into the true spirit of Isaiah, of Hosea, and of Paul, we must regard death as a huge serpent, bearing a crown, and armed with a sting, which catches his prey in his fangs, and swallows it whole, after breaking its bones in his coil, being destitute of grinders for mastication. This boa constrictor swallows the giants; this Saturn devours all the children. He conquers, he reigns, and none can escape his fangs. His jaws, the grave, ever cry, “give, give.” All nations fly before him, and fly in vain, being more afraid of his sting, a guilty conscience, than of his power to destroy. The law, the violated law, gives strength and power to the sheriffs of heaven to pursue the culprits.

But amid his high career of conquest, the world and ages prostrate at his feet, he met with his victor, the woman’s Seed. The serpent trembling seized his prey, and bruised his heel with a mortal wound, but had no strength from the law to detain his sinless victim. The monster, as in Jonah’s case, was obliged, on the third day, to disgorge his prey. The Conqueror rose, put on immortality as a garment, and bruised the serpent’s head. He raised his arm, and gave his fiat, that sin and death should be no more. Oh death, I will be thy plagues. Oh grave, I will be thy destruction. Hosea 13:14.

1 Corinthians 15:57. Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory, by the atoning sacrifice of Christ for sin; by the joys of remission, which remove the sting of death, and substitute the hope of glory; by uniting us to himself, the everliving head of his body the church; by making his own resurrection the pledge and earnest of ours. We have only to follow the Captain, and take the victory. And if this be the grace, what should be the song?

REFLECTIONS.
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting, are among the most consoling articles of our creed. The restoration of our corporeal nature is confessedly a mystery. But I know not that it is more mysterious than all the other marvels of nature. Mysteries, whether of nature or of revelation, are not liable to objection, provided the existence of the first be indisputable, and the revelation of the second be positive, and holy in its character. Why should it seem a thing incredible that God should raise the dead, seeing from a grain of wheat he raises up a harvest to feed his people. The flour of this grain dies or rots to nourish the germ till it can spread its roots in the earth; so the gross and nutritive parts of the body, common to all elements, rot in the grave, or are otherwise dissipated to manure the ground, or to feed voracious animals; but the identity of the body, those parts which are properly its own, however dissipated, are all at God’s command, and he can restore a world with the same voice by which he first created man. And as the body has been a companion of the soul in the whole course of vice and virtue, it is equitable that it should participate in the rewards or punishments of the life to come. The scriptures put the question beyond a doubt by asserting the resurrection in the most positive terms. Nearly a thousand persons were witnesses of the resurrection of Christ; and their sufferings and martyrdom prove the purity of their testimony. Hence the apostle’s inference of a general resurrection is as certain as the harvest which follows the firstfruits.

Every man shall rise in his own order. As the nurseryman takes up a tree in winter, and is unwilling to break the smallest fibre, so the dead shall rise according to patriarchal descent; and the confused groups and mixed nations inhabiting great cities shall be classed in their own line. Out of the throng, they that are Christ’s at his coming shall be claimed by the Lord; and in their glory we lose sight of the awful situation of the unregenerate.

The doubts and scruples of men must be removed by conclusive arguments. The gentiles often burned their dead, and regarded the resurrection as impossible; yet they deposited the ashes in urns, and preserved them in burrows on the hills. Now, these men asked a double question. How are the dead raised up; and with what body do they come? The power of God in renovating nature annually from the seeds of the earth, is a sufficient reply to the first enquiry. And as to the second, the body is sown in corruption, but it is raised in incorruption, free from disease and decay, it is raised in glory like the body of Christ, reflecting his lustre and beauty. It is raised in power, to transport itself with agility wheresoever it may please to go, and incapable of weakness and fatigue. It is raised a spiritual body, having no need of perishing food; and consequently, it will be a meet companion for the soul; for corruptible flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.

With this august day, when the last trumpet of God shall bring the faithful ministers together, St. Paul anticipated the receiving of his spiritual children, as his crown of rejoicing. The soul educated in paradise, shall reënter a body of the noblest work which God ever made out of matter. Its beauty shall be angelic, and its lustre divine. No deformity, no maimedness shall disfigure the family above. Jacob, after many years of dejection and tears, refound his Joseph lovelier than he lost him; so it may be presumed, the weeping parents shall find their infant, not in meagre and diminutive stature, but in the fullest bloom and beauty of eternal youth. All heaven shall be but one family, and the banquet shall be eternal love.

St. Paul could not take leave of a subject so elevating, without an apostrophe of full triumph over all the enemies of man. Oh death, where is now thine envenomed and revengeful sting? Oh grave, where is thy victory? The victims are delivered from thy teeth, and revived with the health of eternal life. Yea, we ourselves, though groaning under thine overwhelming hand, already begin to insult thy expiring power, being cheered with that voice, Behold, I am alive for evermore.

The glorious resurrection of the body is a grand argument to diligence in faith and love. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. It is not revelation, but epicurean philosophy which degrades rational beings to seek their highest happiness in carnal joys. Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die. It is the last brand of shame to those men, that they have not the knowledge of God. Our age, our country is crowded with those epicureans in practice. What else are all our crowded circles of dissipation and vanity? What else are our ball-rooms, and our theatres? Pleasure, pleasure is the idol of the day; and they sink with gay indifference down to everlasting fire. But the christian, believing in his God, and realizing eternity, sows in all the labours of divine charity, and reaps the harvest of eternal joy. Let us be steadfast and unmoved in this work. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-24
1 Corinthians 16:1. The collection for the saints, chiefly for the poor ministers of the word. This was to be done once a week, and it is the ancient and best way for poor people to support the gospel by a mite from their weekly earnings. If a man cannot save a trifle every week by serving God, religion has done little for him.

1 Corinthians 16:2. Upon the first day of the week, the christian sabbath, which was appointed on the first day of the week by Christ himself, after his resurrection, and is in sacred language called the Lord’s day. Acts 20:7. Revelation 1:10. On this head christians never had any dispute; and though a few rigorous jewish converts observed two sabbaths, their scruples gradually gave way to an institution of divine authority. Genesis 2. Ezekiel 20. Isaiah 58:13.

1 Corinthians 16:8-9. But I will tarry at Ephesus till Pentecost, for a great and effectual door is opened to me. When the doors of the amphitheatres, and of the circus were opened for public shows and games, the multitude rushed in; and these popular occurrences suggested figures of speech. The storm of persecution raised against Paul at Ephesus by Demetrius, and the trade, had caused Paul to be known as the first of characters; and vast numbers, both in the city and the provinces, hung upon his lips for the word of life.

1 Corinthians 16:10-12. Now, if Timotheus come, see that he be with you without fear. Both Timothy and Apollos were known at Corinth, but by naming them in this handsome manner it shows that they persevered in the work of the Lord, and entertained kindly feelings towards the christians of Greece. Love is full of good offices.

1 Corinthians 16:15. Ye know the house of Stephanas, the firstfruits of Achaia, a notable family, which became a sort of key to the peninsula of Greece. He being now absent in the work of the Lord, the numerous branches of that houshold would on that account need the more attention and affectionate regard. Such respects are the just obligations of the church to a paternal family.

1 Corinthians 16:19. The churches of Asia salute you; that is, the Roman province of Proconsular Asia; a maritime district, comprising the seven churches to which St. John wrote; a province very dense in population, and rich in commerce. As Paul passed through those churches he found abundance of enquiries and salutations for the Greeks in Macedonia, Thessalia, and Greece; for love makes the family all one in Christ. So Paul wrote this epistle in Asia, but being engaged in constant journies, he did not forward it to Corinth till he had reached Philippi in Macedonia. — See the map of Paul’s travels.

The church that is in their house. This is a full proof, in my judgment, that meetings for prayer, and for christian fellowship in private houses have apostolic sanction. The great church at Corinth, having so many ministers, could not meet in a private house; therefore it must be a select party or class of saints, who meet to edify one another, which the apostle here greets.

1 Corinthians 16:21. The salutation of Paul, with my own hand. The sacred writings, professing inspiration, were beautifully engrossed on parchments for public reading in the churches. Tertullian, at the distance of a hundred and fifty years from this time, mentions those epistles, as containing the autographs of Paul, and unquestionably pure; and further, that they had been preserved with the greatest care in the churches to which they were written.

1 Corinthians 16:22. Anathema Maran-atha. The former is a Greek, and the latter a Syriac word then used by the jews. Maran, Lord, and atha, he cometh. They agreed with the Hebrew words Cherem and Shammatha, and are obviously a curse on the unbelieving jews; and we have only to read the history of that people to see its accomplishment, as foretold by Isaiah 65:15. They apply also to apostates, and all men should read them with reverence and awe. And if we take it duly into consideration that Athanasius meant his imprecatory clauses against enlightened men only, there is no objection against his creed which does not lie against St. Paul’s Epistle. They are only disguised deists who make complaint. — Lord, teach me to love thy appearing, that I may be found approved at thy bar. Amen.

REFLECTIONS.
By these salutations we learn how the saints love one another, and that it is in their hearts to live and die together. The recollections how they first met in the courts of the Lord, heard his word, and sought his face, are all held sacred. The communion of saints, in its early stages, is fragrant as the flowers of the field; and in hoary age, it mellows and ripens into the richer fruits of experimental piety. We recal their personal virtues, their excellence of character, and zeal for the cause of God. Though absent, they are still present; we love them, we talk with them, we get good from their shining countenance, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. There we shall meet again, recount the histories of providence and grace, and join in ceaseless worship and praise.

But if believers are all brethren, all one in the Lord, it is their duty freely to communicate to their brethren in any part of the world who may be in trouble, poverty, and distress. Diversities of language and colour form no barriers in the kingdom of grace. No christians in the world were ever more hated and afflicted than the poor saints in Judea. The whole temple of priests and levites were their oppressors, and would rarely show them any kindness, or even do them justice; and had it not been for seasonable and annual supplies from proconsular Asia, and Greece, they must have fainted beneath their load. In such cases, the giver to others gives most to himself. It is done to Him who says, I will repay.

But let the admonitory words of this apostle in 1 Corinthians 16:13, speak most to our hearts. Watch ye, as a city when besieged, lest the enemy should enter at some unguarded avenue. Stand fast in the faith, like a column against the assailants, and unmoved as a pillar against the tempest. Quit yourselves like men, covered with the shield of faith, so that no missile shall wound you, and by which you shall quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one, repelling them into the ditch full of water. Be strong in the Lord, to bear down all your foes, to confound them with argument, to shame them with charity, and cover them with the obloquy of their crimes. For that end, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all; Amen. To this last word we all agree, and say amen to this double prayer, that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the mutual love of all saints may ever subsist in the church, and with all the encrease of God. Amen.

